A Mother’s Faith (Exodus 2:1-10)

Let me ask you a question: Who is the greatest influence in your life? Has a teacher or a professor been your greatest influence? Perhaps you would say that a friend or maybe your spouse has influenced you the most. A poll asked that question to more than 4,000 adults. People were allowed to give any of those responses. The results were revealing. According to the poll, the person with the greatest influence was a person's mother. 42% of men and 53% of woman said that mother was the most influential person in their life. (USA Today, 6-15-90.)

The story is told of a teacher who gave her class of second graders a lesson on the magnet and what it does. The next day in a written test, she included this question: “My full name has six letters. The first one is M. I pick up things. What am I?” When the test papers were turned in, the teacher was astonished to find that almost 50 percent of the students answered the question with the word Mother. They all got it right! 

Another humorous story is told of a mother of three notoriously unruly youngsters. She was asked whether or not she'd have children if she had it to do over again. “Yes,” she replied. Then with a smile she added, “Certainly I would, but not the same ones.”

Let me shift gears. Can you remember from your study of the Old Testament the events that led up to Exodus chapter 2? Joseph had been sold, by his brothers, into slavery. Finally, he ended up interpreting Pharaoh’s dream. Pharaoh made him second in command in the land of Egypt and Joseph, by his God given wisdom, protected Egypt from a famine. Eventually Jacob and all of Joseph’s family moved to Egypt. There they prospered and grew in number. Things went well for Israel until Joseph’s legacy was forgotten. A new king came into power and things drastically changed for Israel in Egypt (Exod 1:8-22).
Let us now consider the faith of a mother, Moses’ mother, Jochebed. She gave birth during a period of Israel’s history when her child might have been killed by the government, for population control purposes, much like in China today.
I.
Faith revealed (vv. 1-2; Numb 26:59; Gen 1:26-28; Acts 5:29, 40-42)

Knowing full well that giving birth to a son might lead to his immediate extermination Jochebed and her husband Amram decide to have another baby (Numbers 26:59). They already have at least two children—Aaron and Miriam. Why would they want another child, especially in those days? They already had a boy and girl, you know, a complete family. Humanly speaking they seemed to have it all. I believe this decision to have another child reveals their faith in God and His Word.
How is their faith revealed in their decision to have another child? To answer that question we need to go all the way back to the creation story in the book of Genesis. “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth” (Gen 1:26-28). Jochebed and Amram chose to obey God even when it was not “convenient” for them.
The apostles who came after them declared, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Act 5:29) and then they suffered a beating (Acts 5:40-42). Jochebed and Amram revealed their faith by the decision to obey God; even in the midst of tribulation.
Christian moms and dads, in western society, have forgotten that the command to be fruitful and multiply is still in effect. Here, once again, the church has mimicked the behavior of the ungodly society. After all, we rationalize, who in their right mind would bring children into a world like this? “It’s not fair to have children and not be able to afford them,” we say as we buy a bigger house and car. 

II.
Faith rewarded (vv. 3-9; Exod 34:19; Eze 18:4; 1 Sam 1; Heb 11:32-40; Eph 6:4)

This godly couple chose to obey God and left the consequences for their decision in His hands. The time came when it was impossible to keep the child quiet. So Jochebed was forced to make a hard decision—turn her youngest son over to the Lord. Using God given wisdom, she makes a little boat, and places him in the river. I’m sure she intentionally chose this place, knowing Pharaoh’s daughter was in the habit of bathing there (v. 3).
Sure enough Pharaoh’s daughter comes to bath in the river. She sees the little boat with a beautiful, weeping baby inside. Moved with compassion she decides to keep the baby, a Hebrew baby, for her very own. Miriam was innocently (wink, wink) watching as the events transpire and boldly offers to find a Jewish nurse for the child (vv. 4-6). Of course she goes and gets her mother (vv. 7-8). Jochebed goes and meets Pharaoh’s daughter who not only returns Moses to her to nurse, but also pays her for her “trouble” (v.9). We see Jochebed’s faith rewarded.

Verse 9 concludes, “So the woman took the child and nursed him.” Not only was Moses nursed physically he was most definitely nursed spiritually. While under his mother’s care, Moses was taught the Word of God, and these lessons stayed with him for the rest of his life. Here we have an example of “the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.”
There are three lessons we can learn from these verses. First, our children do not belong to us—they are God’s. “All that open the womb are Mine” (Exod 34:19). “Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine” (Eze 18:4). We must, like Jochebed, give them back to the Lord for His purpose in their life. 

Here I’m reminded of another mother who realized this truth. Hannah was barren. She turned her heartache over to the Lord with the promise that if He granted her a son she would give him back to the Lord. God granted her request and Hannah kept her promise to God. Her son would grow up to lead the nation of Israel (1 Sam 1).
Second, faith is always rewarded. Not always on the earth, but always rewarded. Hebrews tells us, “And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us” (Heb 11:32-40).
Third, godly mothers wield great influence. Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt. Samuel would lead the Israelites back to God. Mary’s Son would be the only savior and rules over all. With this power comes great responsibility. Do Christian mothers take this responsibility seriously enough? The bible commands parents, “Do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord” (Eph 6:4). Parents, mom and dad, are to teach biblical truth to their children. They are to be evangelists in the home. They are to lead by example.
III.
Faith’s result (v. 10; Heb 11:23-29; Prov 22:6)

The time came when Moses went to live with Pharaoh. But he never forgot the lessons his mother had taught. The time came when he decided the riches he enjoyed paled in comparison with the spiritual riches of his God. Hebrews tells us, “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command. By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned” (Heb 11:23-29).

Not every child will be a Moses or Samuel. But God’s promise to Christian mothers is, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it” (Pro 22:6).
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