But to Fulfill . . . the Penalty of the Law (Matthew 28:1-20)

In Matthew 5:17 Jesus declared, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” Over the past several weeks we have examined how Jesus fulfilled the law of God.
Jesus perfectly obeyed the moral law of God. When tried by Rome He was found innocent. Why? Jesus perfectly obeyed the moral law of God in every aspect. Peter said the Lord was a Lamb without spot or blemish. By Jesus’ obedience He achieved a perfect righteousness that is bestowed upon all who believe (Rom 5:19). Paul says that we are justified by faith (Rom 3:28). The word justified means to declare righteous. By our Lord’s perfect righteousness, imputed to us, we are righteous (2 Cor 5:21).

The judicial law of God was fulfilled by our Lord’s death on Calvary (Eph 2:14-18). As Israel’s constitution it became obsolete when they rejected their Messiah. National Israel is no longer God’s chosen vessel of bringing light to the world (Matt 21:43). With Jesus’ death, resurrection, and coming of the Holy Spirit the church has become God’s light in the world. The church is now spiritual Israel, consisting of all who believe, from all kindred, tongues and nations (Gal 6:16).

The ceremonial law governed Israel’s worship. All its sacrifices and ceremonies were designed to allow a sinful people to have fellowship with the holy God. Jesus’ death on the cross fulfilled the ceremonial law. With His death the veil in the temple was torn; signifying that the way to approach God was opened through Christ (Matt 27:51). Christ, as the fulfillment of the ceremonial law, grants all believers access into God’s presence (Heb 10:19-22).

The high priest played a key role in Jewish worship. Only he was allowed into the presence of God; and then only once a year. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament high priest. He is the perfect High Priest who remains in the heavenly holy of holies and invites His people to enter God’s presence; through faith. 
Jesus fulfilled biblical prophecy. He came to fulfill the law and the prophets. “The prophets contained many predictions respecting his coming and death. These were all to be fulfilled and fully accomplished by his life and his sufferings.
” As we studied the Lord’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem we saw that He fulfilled many biblical prophecies.

Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem to present Himself as the fulfillment of the Passover Lamb. This is yet another example of our Lord fulfilling the ceremonial law (Exod 12:1-14). The Apostle Paul confirms the Passover of the Old Testament was simply a shadow or type of the work of our Lord Jesus on Calvary’s cross. “Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us” (1 Cor 5:7).
Matthew makes it very clear that Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on the back of a colt was the fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zec 9:9).
The multitude’s praise in Matthew 21:9 is a quote from Psalm 118:25-26, “Save now, I pray, O LORD; O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.” 

Notice also that they refer to Jesus as the Son of David (Matt 21:9). Here again we see Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. God promised David, “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his Father, and he shall be My son” (2 Sam 7:12-14).

The multitude answered those in Jerusalem when questioned about Jesus’ identity (Matt 21:10), “This is Jesus the prophet” (Matt 21:11). Again this is a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. Moses promised, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.’ “And the LORD said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good. I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him”’ (Deut 18:15-19).
We discussed the importance of Jesus fulfilling the moral law of God. By Jesus’ obedience He achieved a perfect righteousness that is bestowed upon all who believe (Rom 5:19). “It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification” (Rom 4:24-25). Many years ago the great Baptist John Gill wrote, “[Jesus] died in the room and stead of his people, and by dying made satisfaction for their sins; he rose again as their head and representative, and was legally discharged, acquitted, and justified, and they in him. Christ's resurrection did not procure the justification of his people, that was done by his obedience and death; but was for the testification of it, that it might fully appear that sin was atoned for, and an everlasting righteousness was brought in; and for the application of it, or that Christ might live and see his righteousness imputed, and applied to all those for whom he had wrought it out”
.
Jesus’ perfect righteousness is only one side of the coin of salvation. The other side is the sacrificial death of our Lord. As the blood of the Passover Lamb protected ancient Israel from the judgment of God that night in Egypt, so the blood of our Passover Lamb, the Lord Jesus, protects us from the judgment of God against sin. By His righteousness we are declared righteous, by His death He paid the penalty our sins deserved. His resurrection from the dead is the proof that He was perfectly righteous and His sacrifice was accepted by the Father. It was essential that Jesus die if we were to be forgiven. Jesus fulfilled the law of God by paying the penalty for disobedience that we deserve. 
I.
Sin’s wages (Gen 3:17-19; 2:16-17; Eze 18:4: Rom 6:23; Rom 3:10-23)
Let’s once again go back to the Garden of Eden. After Adam and Eve disobeyed God, and disobedience to God is sin, He pronounced judgment upon them. “Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: ‘Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return” (Gen 3:17-19). Now remember previously God had warned them that disobedience would result in their death (Gen 2:16-17); so this judgment should not have been a surprise to the original couple.
God warns through the prophet Ezekiel, “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine; the soul who sins shall die” (Eze 18:4). Paul warns, “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23). Disobedience to God’s commands is sin and the punishment of sin is death.
We must also observe that all men, women, boys and girls disobey God’s commands. The Apostle Paul declares, “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.’ ‘Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.’ ‘The venom of asps is under their lips.’ ‘Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.’ ‘Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they have not known.’ ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes.’ Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it--the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:10-23 ESV).

II.
Separation 

What is death? Is it the lapse into nothingness when we draw our last breath? Is it to cease to exist in all forms? The bible teaches that death, instead of a cessation of existence, is a separation. The bible teaches a physical death, a spiritual death, and eternal death.

A.
Spiritual death (Psa 51:2-5; Isa 59:2)
All people are born spiritually dead. This is because of their relationship with Adam. We are all born with a sinful nature. David prayed, “Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psa 51:2-5). From birth, David declared, he had a sinful nature and this nature led him to commit sin.
Isaiah tells us that sin separates a person from God, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear” (Isa 59:2). After Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden they hid from Him. Why? Guilt! They knew that sin had set up a barrier between them and their God. Even though they lived many years after their sin, the day they ate the fruit they died spiritually, that is they were separated from God.

B.
Physical death (Luke 16:19-23)


In the parable, or true story, of the Rich Man and Lazarus we observe the separation of the physical body from the spirit at the moment of a person’s death. “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side” (Luke 16:19-23).
Jesus teaches that at death the body dies but the spirit of man lives on. Lazarus was comforted and the rich man was tortured. The Lord makes it very clear that the soul of man remains cognitive. Both were able to experience pain or pleasure. The rich man was able to recognize Abraham and the beggar he had known on earth. Physical death does not cause a person to cease to exist; it simply separates the body from the spirit.


C.
Eternal death (Luke 16:24-26; 2 Thess 1:7-9)
Eternal death occurs at the moment of physical death. It is the eternal state of the spiritually dead. The individual who remains spiritually dead in this present life experiences eternal death. Eternal death is to be separated from the love, mercy and grace of God throughout the endless ions of eternity. 
Let’s go back to the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16. After the rich man realized his torment and Lazarus’ comfort he said, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us” (Luke 16:24-26). Throughout all eternity the rich man, and all who die separated from God, will experience torment. Jesus also made it clear there was no hope of escape because of the “great gulf.”
The Apostle Paul described eternal death this way, “When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (2 Thess 1:7-9). Eternal death is an everlasting torment. Notice only those who do not obey the gospel of Jesus Christ will suffer this torture.
III.
Sin paid

As the Passover Lamb spared the believing Jew from God’s judgment, so the death of our Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ, spares the believer from God’s judgment. Jesus’ death heals spiritual death, physical death, and eternal death.

A.
Reconciliation (Matt 27:46; Isa 53:11; Luke 23:46; Eph 2:13-16)

The death of the Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty of sin and is the only cure for spiritual death. On the cross God the Father punished the Son for the sins of His people. Because He accepted our punishment Jesus, for a brief time, was separated from His Father. On the cross He cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me” (Matt 27:46). After the wrath of God was spent, the Father was satisfied that the penalty had been paid. “Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities” (Isa 53:11 ESV). The penalty paid, fellowship between the Father and Son restored so that as He died He prayed, “Father, into your hands I commit My spirit” (Luke 23:46). 
By Jesus’ death we can be restored to fellowship with God through faith. “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity” (Eph 2:13-16). 

B.
Salvation (Rom 5:8-10)
The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the only cure for eternal death. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom 5:8-10).

C.
Transformation (1 Thess 4:13-17; 1 Cor 15:51-57)
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the answer to physical death. “But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thess 4:13-17).

Believers will enjoy resurrected, glorified bodies for all eternity. “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: ‘DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY.’ ‘O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?’ The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 15:51-57).
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