Fallen but Not Forsaken (John 18:12-27)
This section of John’s Gospel brings us to the actual arrest and the beginning of the trials endured by Jesus. John treats us to information that the other Gospel writers exclude in their work. In 18:12-27 John focuses on two events; Jesus’ trial before Annas and Peter’s fall.
Our focus will be on Peter’s failure. Of course this will be a two part sermon; with the second part following “at a distance.” We won’t get to part two, not cast down, until chapter 21:15-23.
Psalm 37 promises, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, and He delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the LORD upholds him with His hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread” (Psa 37:23-25). We see this promise fleshed out in the life and experience of the Apostle Peter.

I.
Jesus’ arrest (vv. 12-14)

Jesus allows Himself to be incarcerated and led away by the detachment of troops sent by the Jewish religious leaders and led by Judas. 
A.
The disciples flee (Mark 14:50-52)

When the disciples realized that Jesus was not going to resist arrest they skedaddled (Mark 14:50). Jesus had already dismissed them (John 18:8). Apparently, the commotion in the garden had attracted at least one onlooker; a follower of Jesus. Mark tells us, “Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his naked body. And the young men laid hold of him, and he left the linen cloth and fled from them naked” (Mark 14:51-52). Many believe that Mark was writing about himself. 

B.
Taken to Annas

Jesus is first taken to Annas the father-in-law of Caiaphas. Caiaphas was the actual high priest that year. “Annas had been the high priest and was probably still in the quarters of the palace of the high priest. Secular history testifies to the fact that Annas was one of the most brilliant, one of the most clever, and one of the most satanic of all the high priests. Caiaphas was the one whom the Roman government accepted, but the real head of the religious group was old Annas. I believe that he was the real leader, a politician who knew how to handle Rome. It is my judgment that it was he who plotted the arrest, the trial, and the crucifixion of Jesus. The entire trial was a mockery, and I think Annas was behind it all” (McGee).
II.
Jesus’ trial before Annas (vv. 19-24; Matt 26:65-68)

John is the only writer to give us the events of this trial. The other Gospel writers don’t even mention this preliminary trial. MacArthur writes, “Annas held the High-Priesthood office from A.D. 6-15 when Valerius Gratus, Pilate’s predecessor, removed him from office. In spite of this, Annas continued to wield influence over the office, most likely because he was still regarded as the true High-Priest and also because no fewer than 5 of his sons, and his son-in-law Caiaphas, held the office at one time or another. Two trials occurred: one Jewish and one Roman. The Jewish phase began with the informal examination by Annas, probably giving time for the members of the Sanhedrin to hurriedly gather together.”
Annas questions Jesus about His followers and His teachings. Jesus responded by saying, “I taught in public, ask those who listened.” An officer did not appreciate what he considered to be disrespectful and smacked the Lord. After this brief examination Jesus was led to Caiaphas, Annas’ son-in-law, who was the actual high priest.

It was at the examination before Caiaphas that Jesus endured a great deal of verbal and physical abuse. “Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, ‘He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! What do you think?’ They answered and said, ‘He is deserving of death.’ Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands, saying, ‘Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You” (Matt 26:65-68)?
III.
Peter’s denials (vv. 15-18, 25-27; Luke 22:54-57)

According to the synoptic authors Peter’s denials did not take place at the trial before Annas, but after Jesus was led to Caiaphas. Luke puts it this way, “Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the high priest's house. But Peter followed at a distance. Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, ‘This man was also with Him.’ But he denied Him, saying, ‘Woman, I do not know Him” (Luke 22:54-57). 

A.
Order of events

Let me suggest a possible order of events. When Jesus was arrested the disciples fled. Jesus then endured the informal trial before Annas. After this Peter, and probably John, regrouped and followed Jesus to Caiaphas house. It was at this time that Peter denied the Lord.


B.
Reasons for Peter’s fall

Were there reasons for Peter’s fall? Can we trace his steps to failure and discover several reasons? If we can identify these reasons can we take measures to avoid such a failure? Dwight Pentecost wrote the following, “The disciples had been forewarned of the dangers they faced. Christ had exhorted them, ‘Pray so that you will not fall into temptation.’ Christ had specifically warned Peter of his forthcoming denial. In spite of the exhortation and warnings, Peter did deny Christ. Several reasons may be deduced from the Scriptures.” Pentecost listed three reasons for Peter’s failure and I would like to add one of my own.

1.
Self-confidence (Luke 22:31-33; Matt 26:33; Prov 16:18; Jude 24-25)
Peter was a bit overconfident in his own natural ability. “The Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.’ But he said to Him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to death” (Luke 22:31-33). Peter followed that boastful assertion up with these words, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble” (Matt 26:33).

The Bible teaches, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov 16:18). The only way you and I are kept from falling is by God holding us up. “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen” (Jude 24-25)


2.
Sleeping (Matt 26:36-41; Luke 18:1)  

Peter’s overconfidence led to prayerlessness. Jesus had warned Peter to pray lest he fall to temptation. “Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, ‘Sit here while I go and pray over there.’ And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, ‘My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.’ He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, ‘O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.’ Then He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, ‘What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Mat 26:36-41).

Jesus tells us in Luke 18:1, “Men always ought to pray and not lose heart.” The Greek word translated “lose heart” means, “To turn out to be a coward, to lose one's courage.” We are strengthened in prayer to be courageous and faithful to the Lord. Peter’s prayerlessness resulted in his failure.


3.
Separation (Mark 14:54; Deut 5:32-33)
After Peter and the other disciples fled, Peter and John returned to follow the Lord. Notice however that Peter was afraid to get too close. Mark tells us that, “Peter followed Him at a distance” (Mark 14:54). The Bible warns us of the dangers of going our own way and loosely following the Lord. “Therefore you shall be careful to do as the LORD your God has commanded you; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. You shall walk in all the ways which the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live and that it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which you shall possess” (Deut 5:32-33).


4.
Sitting (Luke 22:55; Psalm 1:1; 1 Cor 15:33)

Finally, Peter kept bad company. “Now when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them” (Luke 22:55). “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful” (Psalm 1:1). Paul warns us that, “Bad company corrupts good character” (1 Cor 15:33).
The Bible gives us concrete reasons for Peter’s fall. This is not the end of the story or as Paul Harvey would say that’s not the “rest of the story.” We will have to wait until chapter 21 for the conclusion of this message. For now let’s take a moment to review the steps to Peter’s fall and examine our lives in the light of God’s Word. Peter was overconfident. This led to prayerlessness. Peter followed Jesus at a distance. Finally Peter was with the wrong crowd. What about you?
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