Father, Glorify Your Son (John 17:1-5)

Jesus begins His high-priestly prayer with the words, “Father, the hour has come.” What is this hour? Dr. McGee put it this way, “Well, the hour that had been set back yonder in eternity. As He speaks, the clock is striking the hour that was set way back in eternity, because He was the Lamb of God slain before the foundation of the world. It was arranged back there; now ‘the hour is come.’ Remember that when He began His ministry at the wedding of Cana, His mother said to Him, ‘They have no wine.’ His answer to her was, ‘Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come’ (John 2:3-4). Now the hour has come, the hour when He will pay for your sins and mine. It is the hour when all the creation of God will see the love of God displayed and lavished as He takes your sins and my sins upon Himself and dies a vicarious, substitutionary, redemptive death for you and for me. And it won't end there; it will go on to the Resurrection.”

Our purpose in life, our main responsibility, is to glorify God. The Westminster Larger Catechism begins, “What is the chief and highest end of man?” It answers this way, “Man's chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy him forever.” The catechism is simply an ordering the truth of the Bible into a question and answer format for the purpose of training children. The Scriptures behind the answer are 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” and Romans 11:36, “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 

God’s glory was also in the mind of Jesus as He turned to God the Father in prayer. His next words were, “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You.” In verses 1-5 of John 17 the Lord Jesus prays that His Father would glorify Him and so that He in turn would bring glory to the Father. The Son’s glory is demonstrated in His sovereignty (v. 2), salvation (vv. 2-3), and His eternal station with the Father (v. 5). The Son brings glory to the Father by His submission (v.4).

I.
The Son’s glorification by the Father (vv. 1-3, 5)

Jesus’ first request is for Himself. This demonstrates that it is perfectly acceptable to pray for yourself. We have to get our hearts right with God before we can be of any use to others. We need to be in tune with heaven before we bring others before the Throne of Grace.

Jesus prayed, “Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You.” You might think this is a selfish prayer; however Jesus knew that the Father receives the most glory when the Son is glorified. The Father’s love, justice, and power are revealed in the death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of the Son. The Son’s glory is revealed in His sovereignty, salvation, and station.


A.
Sovereignty (v. 2a; Ps 2; Dan 7:13-14; John 3:35; 5:22-23, 27; Eph 1:20-23; 

Phil 2:10-11; Jer 18:1-6)

Jesus, in verse 2, affirms His absolute sovereignty over all, “You have given Him authority over all flesh.” It has always been the purpose of the Father to grant all authority to the Son. Consider Psalm 2, “Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, ‘Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us.’ He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in derision. Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure: ‘Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.’ ‘I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter's vessel.’ ‘Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear, And rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.”

The prophet Daniel had a vision of the Son’s eternal sovereignty. “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed” (Dan 7:13-14).

The Lord Jesus Himself also spoke of the authority granted to Him by the Father. “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand” (John 3:35).  For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. . . and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man” (John 5:22-23, 27).

The Apostles also affirmed the truth of the Son’s authority. The Father “Raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all” (Eph 1:20-23). “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil 2:10-11). Notice that the manifested sovereignty of the Son as it brings glory to Him it also glorifies the Father.

The sovereignty of the Son is not simply a theological truth. It has practical implications for us. Consider Jeremiah’s experience with the potter. “The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying: ‘Arise and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause you to hear My words.’ Then I went down to the potter's house, and there he was, making something at the wheel. And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make. Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?’ says the LORD. ‘Look, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel” (Jer 18:1-6)!

B.
Salvation (vv. 2b-3; Eph 1:3-6; Rev 13:8; 17:8)

One aspect of the Son’s sovereignty is His power to save. He has the power to grant salvation to all people that the Father has given to Him. “Five times in this prayer Jesus referred to His own as those the Father gave Him (John 17:2, 6 [twice], 9, and 24).” From before the foundation of the world the Father marked certain individuals to give as a love gift to the Son. These are the ones for whom Jesus died. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved” (Eph 1:3-6). Both the Father and Son are glorified in the salvation of lost sinners.

It is interesting to note that the book of Revelation tells us that if anyone’s name is not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, that one will be deceived and not come to know the truth. “All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8). “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is” (Rev 17:8).


C.
Station (v. 5; Phil 2:5-7; Acts 2:32-33)

The third way in which the Son is glorified is the return to His former station at the Father’s side. “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was” (v. 5). Paul tells us in Philippians, that Jesus, “Being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men” (Phil 2:5-7). He left His rightful place in heaven and became man to save us from our sins. Here the Son asks the Father to restore Him to His rightful place of glory. The Apostle Peter affirmed this truth on the Day of Pentecost, “This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear” (Acts 2:32-33).
II.
The Son’s glorification of the Father (vv. 1, 4-5; Luke 2:48-49; Mat 3:16-17; John 12:27-28; Heb 10:5-7)

The Son always brought glory to His Father. He shared the Father’s glory from all eternity. He will share the Father’s glory for all eternity. His entire life as Mary’s baby to His ascension was a life lived for the glory of the Father.

At the age of twelve He remained in Jerusalem, much to the horror of Mary and Joseph. When they discovered that Jesus was missing, frantically they returned to the city and found Him in the temple. Do you remember how He answered their question? “So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, ‘Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.’ And He said to them, ‘Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?”  (Luke 2:48-49).
At His baptism the Father was glorified. “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mat 3:16-17).

At the so-called Triumphal Entry the Father said, “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘I have both glorified it and will glorify it again” (John 12:27-28).

The Son’s submission on the cross brought glory to the Father. Likewise His resurrection, ascension, and Second-Coming bring glory to the Father. Jesus’ consuming desire was to do His Father’s will. “Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: ‘SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU DID NOT DESIRE, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME. IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES FOR SIN YOU HAD NO PLEASURE. THEN I SAID, BEHOLD, I HAVE COME— IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME— TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD” (Heb 10:5-7).
Do you bring glory to God by submitting to His will?
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