Gifts of Charity (Matthew 6:2-4)

Let us take a moment and review our progress in the Sermon on the Mount. It began with the Beatitudes, a description of the Christian (Matt 5:3-12). The second section, in verses 13-16, describes the Christian in relationship to the world—salt and light. The third section describes the Christian’s responsibility to the law of God. In it, Jesus gives the proper meaning of the law and contrasts it to the teaching of the Jewish leaders (vv. 17-48).

“Matthew 5:21-48 focuses on the teaching of the law, on what men believe, and 6:1-18 focuses on the practice of the law, what men do. The first section emphasizes inner moral righteousness—giving six representative illustrations regarding murder, adultery, divorce, oaths, revenge, and love. This second section emphasizes outward formal righteousness—giving three representative illustrations of religious activity. The first has to do with giving, our religion as it acts toward others (vv. 2-4); the second with praying, our religion as it acts toward God (vv. 5-15); and the third with fasting, our religion as it acts in relation to ourselves (vv. 16-18)” (John MacArthur).

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones introduces Matthew chapter six this way, “Here we have what we may well call a picture of the Christian living his life in this world in the presence of God, in active submission to God, and in entire dependence upon Him. . . Here we have a picture of him going on to live that life in this world; and the great thing that is ever emphasized is that he does it all in the presence of God. . . Or, to put it in another way, this section presents a picture of the children in relationship to their Father as they wend their way on this pilgrimage called life.”

“The chapter reviews our life as a whole, and it considers it under two main aspects. This is something very wonderful, for in the last analysis, the life of the Christian in this world has two sides, and both of them are covered here. The first one is dealt with in verses 1 to 18; the second from verse 19 to the end of the chapter. The first is what we may call our religious life, the culture and nurture of the soul, our piety, our worship, the whole religious aspect of our life, and everything that concerns our direct relationship to God. . . The second picture is that of the Christian in his relationship to life in general, not so much as a purely religious being now, but as a man who is subject to ‘the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,’ a man who is concerned about food and drink, clothing and shelter, who may have a family and children to bring up, and who therefore is subject to what is called in the Scriptures ‘the cares of this world.” Let us now begin to consider what Dr. Lloyd-Jones calls our religious life in the area of charitable giving.
I.
Showy giving (v. 2)

Jesus contrasts two types of giving, showy in verse two, and silent in verses three and four. The showy giver wants others to notice and praise them. The silent giver wants only to please God. There are four principles in verse two that we need to consider. Giving is prescribed. We should not desire that others perceive us to be generous. We are not to be a Pharisee. Finally, if we give desiring the praise of others we have received payment in full.

A.
Prescribed (Lev 25:35; Deut 15:13-14; John 13:29)
God expects us to be generous. Notice that verse two opens with “Therefore when you give.” Giving, to the Christian, is to be a natural expression of their faith. God prescribes generosity or the verse could have begun with, “Therefore if you give.” Verse 3 intimates the same thing, it begins, “But when you do a charitable deed.”
It has always been God’s desire that, above all others, His people be generous. “If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you shall support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you” (Leviticus 25:35). When an Israelite released a slave they were to, “Not let him go empty-handed. You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing floor, and out of your winepress. As the LORD your God has blessed you, you shall give to him” (Deuteronomy 15:13-14).
Jesus also practiced charitable giving, “Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the feast,’ or that he should give something to the poor” (John 13:29). Since God prescribes charitable giving, the danger comes from the attitude of the heart.

B.
Perceive
Verse 2 continues, “Do not sound a trumpet before you . . . in the synagogues and in the streets.” We do not want to draw attention to our generosity. “When the Pharisees wanted to give something to the poor, it was their custom to go down to a busy street corner in Jerusalem and blow a trumpet. Although the purpose was to call the poor and needy together to receive the gifts, it afforded a fine opportunity to let others see their good works” (J. Vernon McGee). I find it interesting that they wanted to draw attention to themselves both at church and in society at large—synagogue and streets. 

C.
Pharisee

The Greek word, from which we get the word “hypocrite,” was used of a masked actor playing an exaggerated character. It came to be used of anyone who pretending to be what they were not. When searching for a synonym for the word “hypocrite” I was surprised to find the word Pharisee in the list. Even today, we consider a Pharisee to be a hypocrite. 
There are two main types of hypocrites that infest the church today. We have nonbelievers masquerading as Christians and sinful Christians wearing the mask of spirituality.  

D.
Payment

The reward garnered by those who desire to be seen by men is the praise of men. Jesus put it like this, “Assuredly I say to you, they have their reward.” The idea is paid in full. This is the only reward that the hypocrite receives. 

II.
Silent giving (vv. 3-4)
The generosity God desires is silent. It is not showy. It does not blow a trumpet. It does not say, “Hey, look at me!” God rewards those who give silently, if the heart is right. In this section, we will consider a proverbial expression and seven principles for giving. Then we will see God’s payment to those who give with the right heart in the right way.

A.
Proverbial
The phrase in verse 3, “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” was possibly a proverbial expression that simply referred to doing something spontaneously, with no special effort or show. The right hand was considered the primary hand of action, and in a normal day’s work the right hand would do many things as a matter of course that would not involve the left hand. Giving to help those in need should be a normal activity of the Christian, and he should do it as simply, directly, and discreetly as possible” (John MacArthur).

B.
Principles

Here are seven biblical principles that govern giving. If we practice, by God’s grace, these we will guard ourselves from showy generosity.



1.
Investing for the future (Luke 6:38; 2 Cor 9:6; Matt 6:20-21)



2.
Sacrificial (2 Sam 24:24; Mark 12:41-44)



3.
Generous (Luke 16:10)



4.
Faithful (Luke 16:11-12)



5.
Personal (2 Cor 9:7; 2 Cor 8:1-4; Phil 4:15-18)



6.
Responsible (2 Thess 3:10)



7.
Loving (2 Cor 5:14)
We give because we love the One who loved us and gave Himself for us. We give because He loves others. We give because, “The love of Christ controls us” (2 Cor 5:14).

C.
Payment (2 Tim 1:12)
God has promised to repay what we for Him. However, our motives must be pure. He sees all and will be faithful to reward. God will not fail us in this or in anything we entrust to Him (2 Tim 1:12). Our greatest reward is knowing that we are pleasing the Savior and one day we will be able to give our rewards back to Him in loving worship (Rev 4:10-11).
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