His Name Shall be Called (Isaiah 9:6-7)
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this” (Isa 9:6-7).
In this oft quoted Christmas passage, a passage that was brought to music in Handel’s Messiah, we have a record of the first Christmas gift. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.” Further we are given statements of the Lord’s perfect humanity and full deity. As a man the “child is born,” as the eternal God “a son is given.”
We are even given a glimpse of the eternal government of God, the government of the Son of God and Son of David. “The government shall be upon his shoulder.” “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.” 
Further we are given a glimpse of the grandeur of the Son. His grandeur is found in the five titles given to Him. “His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Remember when considering the names of God we are not talking about the titles themselves but the reality represented by the titles.
I.
His gift (v. 6)

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.” As a man, the Lord Jesus was born into this world. As a son, He is given to us our Savior and Lord.
A.
His birth “a child is born” (Mat 1:18; Luk 2:1-7; Gen 3:15; 12:1-3; Gal 4:4-5)
“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost” (Mat 1:18). “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luk 2:1-7).
Our Lord’s conception was miraculous; He was conceived of the Holy Spirit. His birth however was just like every other human birth that has ever taken place since the time of Adam.

His birth was the fulfillment of prophecy. To Satan God promised, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen 3:15). To Abraham God promised, “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Gen 12:1-3). Both of these are prophecies of the birth of the Lord Jesus, the “child born.”

At the perfect time, according to God’s eternal plan, the eternal Son came into the world as Mary’s little baby. “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons”(Gal 4:4-5).


B.
His beginnings “a son is given” (Heb 1:5, 8-12; 10:5-7; Joh 3:16-17)
As the prophet foretold and the Apostle taught, the eternal Son of God was given to be our Savior and Lord. The Lord Jesus has no beginning and no end. “For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail” (Heb 1:5, 8-12).

“In one sense Christ is the eternally begotten Son. In another sense, He was begotten in incarnation. In a third sense, He was begotten in resurrection—the first-born from the dead (Col 1:18). Paul used this verse in the synagogue at Antioch of Pisidia and applied it to Christ's First Advent (Act 13:33)” (Believers’ Bible Commentary, William MacDonald, Edited by Arthur Farstad, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville. Copyright 1995, 1992, 1990, 1989 by William McDonald. All rights reserved).
“His appointment to the office of Son—specifically, his appearance in the flesh—is reflected in the clause ‘today I have become your Father.’ (The word today ought not be taken literally but should be understood generally to refer to the time of Jesus’ work on earth.) But the clause does not say that at the moment of Jesus’ birth he became the Son or at the time of his resurrection (Act 13:33) God became his Father. Rather, the words I have become indicate that God the Father from eternity has begotten and continues to beget the Messiah, his Son. The Athanasian Creed of the fourth century summarizes this succinctly in its twenty-first and twenty-second articles: ‘The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten, the Son is of the Father alone; not made nor created, but begotten” (Baker's New Testament Commentary, Copyright © 1984 by Simon J. Kistemaker).
Let us bow our heads in reverence as the writer of Hebrews gives us a glimpse of the eternal counsel of heaven. “Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God” (Heb 10:5-7).

From all eternity unto all eternity the Son is the eternally begotten of the Father; as the eternal God the Son is given. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved” (Joh 3:16-17).

II.
His Government (Dan 2:44-45; 7:13-14; Isa 11:6-10; Rev 21:1-7, 22-27; Ps 2)
The eternal Son is the eternal ruler, “the government shall be upon his shoulder.” His reign is an eternal reign, “Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.” Several things characterize Messiah’s reign: perpetual, pervasive, and peaceful. 

Daniel saw the perpetual and pervasive natures of Messiah’s kingdom. “And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure” (Dan 2:44-45 ESV). “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed” (Dan 7:13-14 ESV).
The prophet Isaiah saw the peaceful and pervasive nature of Messiah’s kingdom. “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples--of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious” (Isa 11:6-10).
The beloved disciple was given a glimpse of Messiah’s glorious kingdom. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’ And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ And he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. . . And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day--and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life” (Rev 21:1-7, 22-27 ESV).

Until now I have not mentioned the judgment or justice of Messiah’s kingdom. Those who have rejected Him will be punished eternally. “But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death (Rev 21:8 ESV; cp Ps 2).

III.
His grandeur (Tit 2:13-14)
The majesty of this Child born and Son that is given is seen in His five titles. He is called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace. This eternal Son and Child born of the Virgin Mary is none other than the only true God. As the New Testament declares we are, “Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works” (Tit 2:13-14).


A.
Wonderful

The first name in this glorious list is Wonderful. The Lord Jesus Christ is Wonderful. The word translated wonderful means, excellent, marvelous, amazing, and extraordinary. 
1.
Wonderful Person


Many choruses have been written extolling this name. For example, listen to the words of this chorus whose author is anonymous. 

“Isn’t He Wonderful, Isn’t He Wonderful
Isn’t Jesus my Lord Wonderful!

Eyes have seen, ears have heard

It’s recorded in God’s Word

Isn’t Jesus my Lord Wonderful!”

Most of us love Audrey Mieir’s chorus, His Name is Wonderful. 
His name is Wonderful, His name is Wonderful,

His name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord;

He is the mighty King, master of everything,

His name is Wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.

He's the great Shepherd, the Rock of all ages,

Almighty God is He;

Bow down before Him, love and adore Him,

His name is Wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.”
Albert Barnes wrote, “For the Messiah was wonderful in all things. It was wonderful love by which God gave him, and by which he came; the manner of his birth was wonderful; his humility, his self-denial, his sorrows were wonderful; his mighty works were wonderful; his dying agonies were wonderful; and his resurrection, his ascension, were all suited to excite admiration and wonder.”

2.
Wonderful perfections (Php 3:8-12)

All of these things are wonderful. But to know Him personally is most wonderful. The Apostle Paul believed that to know this Child born was the most wonderful experience a person could ever have. “Nothing is as wonderful as knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. I have given up everything else and count it all as garbage. All I want is Christ and to know that I belong to him. I could not make myself acceptable to God by obeying the Law of Moses. God accepted me simply because of my faith in Christ. All I want is to know Christ and the power that raised him to life. I want to suffer and die as he did, so that somehow I also may be raised to life. I have not yet reached my goal, and I am not perfect. But Christ has taken hold of me. So I keep on running and struggling to take hold of the prize” (Php 3:8-12 CEV).




a.
Love (Rom 5:5; Eph 3:17-19)
To know the Son given is to experience the wonderful love of God. The great evangelist D. L. Moody recounts his personal experience with the love of God. On one specific occasion God so overwhelmed Moody with His love that Mr. Moody actually prayed that God would stop else he die from love.

The Apostle Paul taught that all believers should have an experience of His wonderful love. “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom 5:5). The wonderful love Jesus gives is unknowable in its fullness. Paul prayed, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith--that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:17-19). Would you consider making it your New Year’s resolution to get to know Jesus?




b.
Joy (1Pe 1:8; Ps 16:11; Luk 10:38-42)
The Child born is the source of wonderful joy. He gives joy inexpressible. “You love him, although you have not seen him, and you believe in him, although you do not now see him. So you rejoice with a great and glorious joy which words cannot express” (1Pe 1:8 GNB).

This joy can be yours if you will get to know Him. The Psalmist tells us how to find His joy. “You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psa 16:11). We can be filled with joy, wonderful joy if we will but get alone with Jesus. I believe, in this frenetically paced world, we could profit from the example of Mary. “Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her” (Luk 10:38-42). 

This New Year let us, like Mary, choose the good portion. Let us find ourselves often in the presence of the Son given for it is at His feet there is fullness of joy and pleasures forever.


B.
Counselor

There are times when we all need someone’s counsel. There have been times in my life when I have heeded the counsel of others and protected myself from harm. My concern is that many of us go to the wrong counselor. We live in an age where people like Oprah and Dr. Phil are the only counselors to whom people turn. However, there is only One true Counselor—the Son given. Jesus is the Counselor.

1.
Wicked counselors (2Ti 4:3-4; Pro 13:20; Psa 1:1)

We also have the proclivity to seek counselors that agree with us. Many a time I have known a man or woman contemplating divorce that will only get advice from those who encourage divorce. They only want to be confirmed in their sin. The Bible speaks of such people. “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (2Ti 4:3-4).
To follow the advice of wicked counsel is to run the path of harm. “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm” (Pro 13:20). Last week during Sunday school someone asked, “What does it mean to enter the path of the wicked?” I believe that Psalm 1 gives the answer, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers” (Psa 1:1). To walk the path of the wicked is to accept godless counsel and act accordingly. 

2.
Wise Counselor (Rom 11:33-34; 1Co 1:18-30; Psa 119:24, 99)
Jesus never needed a counselor. We don’t read about Him going to Peter to ask advice; although there were times Peter offered advice. He didn’t form a focus group with the disciples to determine the best way to be influential. He is the Counselor.

Paul tells us, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor” (Rom 11:33-34)? No one has given counsel to God, He is the counselor. He is wisdom (1Co 1:18-30).

In His word we find counsel. “Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors” (Psa 119:24). “I have more understanding than all my teachers, for your testimonies are my meditation” (Psa 119:99). In meditating and obedience to the Word of God we find success for living (Josh 1:7-8).
Jesus and His Word are true (Joh 14:6; 17:17). We never have to worry about Him leading us astray. We never have to question His Word. Sometimes we feel that obedience is the exact opposite direction we need to go. Sometimes obedience gets us into “impossible” situations. When faced with such “impossibilities” trust the truthfulness and love of the Lord Jesus—He won’t disappoint.


3.
Defense counsel (1Jn 2:1; Rev 12:10)

Although the word “Counselor” in Isaiah does not have this meaning, the New Testament calls Jesus “Counsel for the Defense.” “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1Jn 2:1). “The thought here in 1 John 2:1 is of a defense attorney who takes up the case of his client before a tribunal” (The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty, Based on the New International Version, by John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck, Cook Communications Ministries).
We all sin and accusation is brought before the throne of God by the devil. Remember the Bible calls him “accuser of our brothers” (Rev 12:10). But Jesus, the Counsel for the Defense, comes to our aid to defend us from such accusations. Even though we sin, our sin has been placed on His account and God finds no fault with us.

In this New Year don’t go to the Oprah’s and Dr. Phil’s of this world for counsel; go to the Counselor and His Word. The Word of God tells us, “For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, ‘He catches the wise in their craftiness,’ and again, ‘The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile” (1Co 3:19-20).

C.
Mighty God—El Gibbor 
The Son given is the Mighty God. He is the Almighty. He is the creator, the upholder, the provider and protector of His people. 
1.
Creator (Heb 11:3; Joh 1:1-3)

The book of Hebrews tells us, “By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible” (Heb 11:3). Jesus is the Word of God (Joh 1:1-3).



2.
Upholder (Heb 1:3; Col 1:16-17)

Jesus keeps the world together. “He upholds the universe by the word of his power (Heb 1:3). “For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Col 1:16-17). 
3.
Protector (Joh 10:27-30)

We are safe in Him. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one” (Joh 10:27-30).

4.
The Impossible (Mat 19:26)

He is also the One who makes all things possible. “But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Mat 19:26).

“Got any rivers, you think are uncrossable?

Got any mountains you can't tunnel through?

God specializes in things thought impossible

He does the things others cannot do” (Oscar C. Eliason).

What impossibility are you facing this year? Remember the Son given is the Mighty God. He “specializes in things thought impossible, He does the things other cannot do!”


D.
Everlasting Father (Heb 1:2; Jer 29:11)
The Son given is the Father of Eternity. From age to age He is. He has always been. He is the first and the last. He is the alpha and omega. He is the beginning and the end. He is the Creator of the ages.
1.
The Decider (Heb 1:2)

“By whom also he made the worlds.’ Many people believe this refers to the creative act—‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth’ (Gen 1:1). Actually, it does not refer to that at all. The Greek word here for ‘worlds’ is aion. It means ‘ages’—‘by whom He made the ages.’ This goes beyond His being the Creator. This lends purpose to everything. He is the heir who gives the program for the future. He made the ages, giving purpose for everything. Not only did He create everything, He did it for a purpose” (Thru the Bible Commentary, By J. Vernon McGee, Thomas Nelson Publishers Nashville, Copyright 1981 by J. Vernon McGee).
2.
The Director (Jer 29:11)

God promises in Jeremiah 29:11, “for I know the plans I have for you,’ says the LORD. ‘They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”
“I know who holds the future

And I know He holds my hand;

With God things don’t just happen

Everything by Him is planned.

So as I face tomorrow with its

Problems large and small

I’ll trust the God of miracles, Give to him my all”.

Let us resolve this New Year to trust the Everlasting Father to put our future in His hands and to give to Him our all.


E.
Prince of Peace—sar shalom (Rom 5:1; Col 3:15)
Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He made peace on His cross. Only He provides peace with God, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1). Jesus also gives to those who believe in Him the peace of God. “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful” (Col 3:15).

1.
No peace for the wicked (Isa 57:21)

We live in a world that is devoid of peace. The prophet declared, “There is no peace,’ says my God, ‘for the wicked” (Isa 57:21). The world, having rejected the Son given has cast out the only source of real peace.
What a shame it is for God’s people to lack peace. Is there sin in your life that is stealing your peace? You know that unbelief is sin and not trusting God is unbelief. Confess your sin, run to the Prince of Peace and find rest. 
2.
Peace in tribulation (Mar 4:35-40)

Are the troubles of life robbing your peace? Jesus gives peace in the storm. “On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith” (Mar 4:35-40)?


3.
Peace in persecution (Joh 16:33; Rom 8:37; 1Jn 5:4)
Jesus promised His disciples that the world would hate them. He promised the world would persecute them. He also promised that they could have victory, which leads to peace, in the midst of persecution.

Victory can be ours in all things through the Lord Jesus. “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” (Joh 16:33). Jesus promised that by His love we can have victory and peace in tribulation. “Who, then, can separate us from the love of Christ? Can trouble do it, or hardship or persecution or hunger or poverty or danger or death? As the scripture says, ‘For your sake we are in danger of death at all times; we are treated like sheep that are going to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we have complete victory through him who loved us” (Rom 8:35-37)!

How do we gain peace through victory? “Every child of God is able to defeat the world. And we win the victory over the world by means of our faith. Who can defeat the world? Only the person who believes that Jesus is the Son of God” (1Jn 5:4-5). By faith in the Prince of Peace we are victorious!

Let us all make it our New Year’s resolution to obey these verses, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Php 4:4-7).
This New Year let us resolve, by the grace of God, to know Jesus, to sit at His feet, to make His word our counselor, to trust Him in impossible situations, to give our future to the Father of Eternity, and to find peace in Him through prayer.
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