Immanuel—God with Us (Isa 7:14; Mat 1:18-25)

Through the prophet Isaiah God promised His people, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isa 7:14). This prophecy may well have had a partial fulfillment in the history of Israel, but like all other prophecies it finds its complete fulfillment in the Lord Jesus. 
Matthew records the fulfillment of the prophecy like this, “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel’ (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus” (Mat 1:18-25). Let us consider the Lord Jesus our Immanuel—God with us!

I.
Immanuel in humanity

The Lord Jesus Christ is the God-Man, He is fully God and when Mary gave birth to that little baby He became fully man. The Bible clearly teaches His full deity and full humanity. Jesus is God in human flesh.


A.
Humanity (Gal 4:4-5; Luk 1:26-35; Php 2:5-8; Heb 2:9, 14)

Paul tells us in Galatians, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Gal 4:4-5). The fullness of time was, of course, some 2000 years ago when God chose a young lady named Mary to give birth to Immanuel. 

Mary conceived without having relations with any man. An angel spoke to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!’ But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ And Mary said to the angel, ‘How will this be, since I am a virgin?’ And the angel answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy--the Son of God” (Luk 1:26-35). Her child, conceived by the Holy Spirit, is Immanuel—God with us. 

In Philippians the Apostle Paul wrote, “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Php 2:5-8). The virgin birth of the Lord Jesus is our call for humility and service.

Jesus was born a man in order to die for men. The author of Hebrews tells us, “But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery” (Heb 2:9, 14-15). My friend, if you are uncertain about the future, afraid of what lies beyond the grave look to Immanuel—God with us.


B.
Deity (Heb 1:1-3; Col 1:15-20; Joh 1:1-3, 14)
Not only does the Bible teach the perfect humanity of the Lord it also affirms His complete and total deity. “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high” (Heb 1:1-3).

Jesus “is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross 

(Col 1:15-20). 
Both of these passages teach the Lord’s complete and full deity. He is God in human flesh. While a little baby in the arms of His mother, “he [was upholding] the universe by the word of his power.” When the shepherds came to visit the baby in the dirty animal stable He was holding all of creation together. 
Both of these passages teach us that Immanuel was born to die. Not for any wrong or sin that He committed but for the sins of man. “After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 
The eternal God became man and dwelt among men. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (Joh 1:1-3, 14). Our Creator became one of us; Immanuel—God with us.
II.
Immanuel in suffering (Heb 2:10, 17-18)
As a man the Lord Jesus suffered. Having experienced poverty, temptation, pain, isolation and death He is able to comfort those who are suffering. “For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (Heb 2:10, 17-18).


A.
Poverty (Luk 2:24; Lev 12:2-8; 2 Cor 8:9)

The Son of God knows what poverty is all about. “And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons” (Luk 2:22-24). Mary offered the sacrifice of the poor.

Leviticus tells us, “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the people of Israel, saying, “And when the days of her purifying are completed, whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering, and he shall offer it before the LORD and make atonement for her. . . This is the law for her who bears a child, either male or female. And if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement for her, and she shall be clean” (Lev 12:1-8). Mary and Joseph could not even afford a lamb for the sacrifice to the Lord.
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2Co 8:9). He is Immanuel—God with us in our poverty.

B.
Temptation (Luk 4:13; Heb 2:18)

“And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time” (Luk 4:13). “For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (Heb 2:18)


C.
Suffering
He was betrayed by a close friend. The Lord probably lost His adoptive father before He began His ministry. His own brothers rejected Him. The disciples forsook Him. He suffered humiliation, physical torture and death. He also experienced the wrath of God against sin; He took our Hell.

D.
Death (Mat 27:50)
“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit” (Mat 27:50).
III.
Immanuel in death (Psa 23:4; 1Co 15:55-57)

Our Immanuel—God with us has promised to be with us through the veil of death. The well known Psalm 23:3 promises, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 

He took the sting from death by His sacrificial death and resurrection, “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1Co 15:55-57). 

IV.
Immanuel forever (Mat 28:20; 1Th 4:16-17)
The Lord Jesus has promised to be with us forever. He promised us, “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Mat 28:20).

At the end of this age we have this promise, “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord” (1Th 4:16-17).
This Christmas let us remember that God became Man. The baby in the manger is the mighty God. Jesus Christ is Immanuel—God with us. He is with His people in life, death and forever.
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