Jesus’ Definition of Murder (Matthew 5:21-22)
Man’s first recorded sin against man was fratricide. “Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. Then the LORD said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel your brother?’ He said, ‘I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?’ And He said, ‘What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground. So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand” (Gen 4:8-11). Since the Fall murder has been a fixture of human society.
There were almost 17,000 murders in the United States in 2007. There were over 1,000,000 abortions performed between 2004 and 2006 in the United States. Abortion is the murder of the preborn. There were over 32,000 suicides in the United States in 2005. Suicide is self murder. Murder is a fixture of society.
God hates murder. “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren” (Pro 6:16-19).
God’s first prohibition against murder is found in Genesis 9:5-6, “Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man's brother I will require the life of man. ‘Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man” (Gen 9:5-6). Here we see that the penalty for criminal murder is death.

In the Decalogue God commanded, “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13). This is a prohibition against criminal murder. Just war, capital punishment, accidental homicide, and self-defense are excluded. This commandment is against the intentional killing of another human being for purely personal reasons.
Though each one of us is responsible for our own actions, all evil is inspired by the devil. “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it” (Joh 8:44). Every murder that has ever been committed, and that will be committed, is satanically inspired.

Sinful humans willingly cooperate with evil. Since the Fall we all possess a sinful nature. It is this fallen nature that desires sin. It loves to sin. It chooses to sin. Jesus said we are responsible for our actions because the evil comes from within. “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man” (Mat 15:18-20).

Jesus had just informed His audience that in order to be accepted by God their righteousness had to exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees (5:20). The righteousness God requires is a perfect righteousness from the heart. The Lord now shows how to properly interpret Exodus 20:13, “You shall not murder” using His definition of righteousness.
There is some question as to the meaning of; “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment” (Mat 5:21). Most believe this was a rabbinic tradition. The disagreement is over the punishment for murder. “As already pointed out, the traditional command “you shall not murder” was scriptural, being a rendering of Exodus 20:13. But the traditional Jewish penalty, “will be in danger of the judgment,” fell short because it did not prescribe the scriptural penalty of death. The traditional penalty for murder was liability before a civil court, which apparently used its own judgment as to punishment” (MacArthur). Others like Hendriksen believe the “judgment” was the death penalty.
All agree that the rabbis did not consider the attitude of the heart when considering murder—only the physical. It was this misunderstanding that Jesus is now correcting. He wanted to crush all self-righteousness and self-sufficiency. He wanted all to know the impossibility of obeying the command of God and come to realize their need of a Savior.
I.
Anger is murder (v. 22a; Joh 2:13-17; Psa 7:11; 1 Joh 3:15) 

Not all anger is sin. Jesus Himself became angry at times. He demonstrated a righteous anger when He cleansed the temple. “Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers doing business. When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables. And He said to those who sold doves, ‘Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!’ Then His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE HAS EATEN ME UP” (Joh 2:13-17).

The Bible teaches us that, “God is a just judge, and God is angry with the wicked every day” (Psa 7:11). The Apostle Paul instructs us to, “BE ANGRY, AND DO NOT SIN’: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil” (Eph 4:26-27). A righteous anger is never wrong. However, being sinful, I wonder if I’m capable of a truly righteous anger. Be very careful here.

The anger Jesus is speaking of in this verse is a selfish anger directed at another person because they irritate us or we believe they have wronged us. Sinful anger is selfish. It is all about me and my feelings and my rights. Righteous anger is all about God and His glory. Sinful anger is all about me and my “glory.”
This anger is simmering, nurtured, grudge holding and it is not allowed to die. It grows into resentment then hatred. This anger is murder. “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him” (1Jn 3:15). 

“Sociologists and psychologists report that hatred brings a person closer to murder than does any other emotion. And hatred is but an extension of anger. Anger leads to hatred, which leads to murder—in the heart if not in the act. Anger and hatred are so deadly that they can even turn to destroy the person who harbors them” (MacArthur).

To be angry in this sense is to be guilty of murder and therefore worthy of death. “But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment.”

II.
Contempt is murder (v. 22b; Matt 27:29-31; Gen 9:6)

“And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council.” Raca is simply a transliterated word that has no exact English equivalent. It has been translated “fool,” “whoever insults his brother,” “good for nothing,” and “idiot.” It is an insult. It is the verbal expression of hatred for another human. It shows contempt for another person. Imagine a parent speaking to his child this way. That parent would kill the child’s spirit at the very least.
This is an expression of contempt similar to the way the soldiers mocked Jesus on the cross. “When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified” (Mat 27:29-31).

To insult another person is to insult his Creator. Murder is sin because it does violence to the image of God. “Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God He made man” (Gen 9:6). Therefore to insult another human is to be guilty. “And whoever says to his brother, Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council.” This council is the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin that was able to pronounce the death penalty.
III.
Condescension is murder (v. 22c; Psa 14:1)
“But whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.” Let’s take a look at the progression. First is anger that leads to hatred. This hatred leads to contempt for another person made in the image of God. So this insult is directed toward God. This insult is the expression of an evil heart. Now we come to condescension. “Furthermore, becoming angry and assuming a position of superiority over another by calling him a derogatory name demonstrates sinfulness of the heart” (The Bible Knowledge Commentary). 
To call someone a “fool” is not so much to call him stupid but to call him immoral and godless. The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none who does good” (Psa 14:1). “Here [in Matthew 5:22] the word fool means more than just a dunce. It signifies a moral fool who ought to be dead and it expresses the wish that he were. Today it is common to hear a person cursing another with the words, ‘God damn you!’ He is calling on God to consign the victim to hell” (Believer’s Bible Commentary). The person expressing this sentiment has taken a position of superiority. He is saying this fellow doesn’t deserve to live and he assumes the right to determine the fate of another. This attitude gives rise to a Hitler. This feeling of superiority is sin. The sinner deserves to be cast into hell.

“In the spring of 1931 one of the most notorious criminals of that day was captured. Known as Two-gun Crowley, he had brutally murdered a great many people, including at least one policeman. It is said that when he finally was captured in his girl friend’s apartment after a gun battle, the police found a blood-spattered note on him that read, ‘Under my coat is a weary heart, but a kind one, one that would do nobody any harm.’ Even the worst of men try to exonerate themselves. Such obvious self-deceit as that of Crowley’s seems absurd, yet that is exactly the attitude the natural man has of himself” (MacArthur). 

Jesus is saying that the best of people are as guilty before God as the worst of people. It’s a matter of the heart and to be guilty of murder, in God’s view, is to hate, insult or give expression to a feeling of superiority. We all need a Savior even the so-called best of us!
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