Jesus Prays for His Apostles (John 17:6-19)

Jesus’ high priestly prayer can comfortably be divided into three sections. In verses 1-5 Jesus prays for Himself. In verses 6-19 Jesus prays for His apostles. Finally, in verses 20-26 Jesus prays for all believers.

The focus in the first section (verses 1-5) is on Jesus praying for Himself. His focus is on His glory and the result of His glorification, namely bringing glory to His Father. Jesus’ glory is manifested by His sovereignty in verse 2a. He is Lord over all. His glory is also seen in the salvation He provided (vv. 2b-3). Finally the Lord’s glory is revealed in His return to His eternal station at the Father’s right hand (v. 5). Not only is the Son’s glory revealed but the Son always brings glory to His Father. All throughout His earthly pilgrimage the Father’s glory was first and foremost in the heart and mind of the Son. His sacrifice, resurrection and ascension bring great glory to the Father. 

In verses 6-19 Jesus’ attention turns from Himself to the Eleven. First, in verses 6-8 He affirms that they are true believers. Jesus has revealed the Father to them and they have accepted His Word. Second, He prays for their protection in this world. He doesn’t ask that the Father remove them or make their life easy, but that He protect and keep them (vv. 9-16). Finally in verses 17-19, the Lord prays for their spiritual growth and service.

I.
Salvation (vv. 6-8)

In these first three verses the Lord Jesus affirms that the apostles are true believers. Salvation is a matter of election, new birth, and faith. In verse 6 Jesus affirms the eternal choice of God to save the Eleven. In verses 7 and 8 Jesus states that He had revealed the Father to the Eleven and they, as the result of the new birth, had believed the Word of God.


A.
Election (v. 6; Eph 1:3-6)

Election is the sovereign choice of God to save certain members of the human race from all eternity. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved” (Eph 1:3-6).

B.
New birth (v. 6-7; John 3:3)
There is no saving faith apart from the new birth. Faith issues forth from the new life God imparts. All people are dead in trespasses and sins. The elect are given new life and this new life expresses itself, in the first place, with faith in the Lord Jesus.


C.
Faith (v. 8; Eph 2:8-10)

Saving faith follows the new birth. It is also the gift of God. “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Eph 2:8-9).


D.
A human example (Acts 9:1-18; Gal 1:15-16)

Saul on the road to Damascus had his spiritual eyes opened by the Lord Jesus. He was chosen by God from eternity, not only for salvation but for service (Gal 1:15-16). Through His encounter with the Lord Jesus, Paul was given new life which expressed itself in a living faith in the Lord Jesus. Paul’s service was the proof that his faith was genuine.

II.
Security (vv. 9-16)

Jesus prays for the security of the Eleven (v. 9). Their security is found first in that He prays for them. Second, the strong protection of the Father secures them (v. 11a, 15). Third, security is found in the unity they need to have (v. 11b). Fourth and finally, security is in the joy of the Lord, which is to be our strength (v. 13).


A.
Prayer (v. 9; Rom 8:33-39)

Jesus keeps His people through His intercession for them. “Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us” (Rom 8:33-34).


B.
Protection (vv. 11, 15; John 10:28-30; Rom 14:4; Jude 24)

Believers are secure in God’s hands. Earlier in John’s Gospel Jesus said, “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand” (John 10:28-29)

C.
Unity (v. 11; Heb 10:24-25)

It is easier to go through trial when we have the support of others. It is our responsibility to comfort those who suffer. The author of Hebrews commands us to not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.


D.
Joy (v. 13; Neh 8:10)

The joy of the Lord is our strength. We are to rejoice in all things.

III.
Service (vv. 17-19)

Finally Jesus prays that they will live productive Christian lives. He desires that they be holy. This holiness is developed through the Word of God (v. 17). He also sends them to be His witnesses (v. 18).


A.
Sanctification (v. 18; 1 Thess 4:1-8)

Christians are to be holy.


B.
Service (v. 19; 20:21; 2 Cor 5:17-21)

We have been given the ministry of reconciliation. We are to be about the Savior’s work, the work of sharing His gospel throughout the whole wide world.
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