Joyful are the Evangelical (Matthew 5:9)
Several weeks ago I showed this graphic concerning the relationship of the beatitudes to each other. The first three, beginning with poverty of spirit, describe our need and the realization of that need. The top of the mountain is reached with the fourth beatitude, “blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,” then we begin our trip down the mountain as God fills us and meets our needs.
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The beatitudes that describe our need have a fulfillment in another beatitude. There is need and God meeting the need. “It seems to me that the three Beatitudes which follow the central statement in verse six correspond to the first three that lead up to it. The merciful are those who realize their poverty of spirit; they realize that they have nothing in themselves at all. As we have seen, that is the most essential step to becoming merciful. It is only when a man has reached that view of himself that he will have the right view of others. So we find that the man who realizes he is poor in spirit and who is utterly dependent upon God, is the man who is merciful to others. It follows from that, this second statement . . . ‘blessed are the pure in heart,’ also corresponds to the second statement in the first group, which was, ‘blessed are they that mourn.’ What did they mourn about? We saw that they were mourning about the state of their hearts; they were mourning about their sinfulness; they were mourning, not only because they did things that were wrong. They realized the central perversion in their character and personality; it was that which caused them to mourn. Very well then; here is something which corresponds to that—‘blessed are the pure in heart.’ Who are the pure in heart? Essentially . . . they are those who are mourning about the impurity of their hearts. Because the only way to have a pure heart is to realize you have an impure heart. And to mourn about it to such an extent that you do that which alone can lead to cleansing and purity. And in exactly the same way . . . the ‘peacemakers’ are those that are meek. If a person is not meek he is not likely to be a peacemaker” (David Martyn Lloyd-Jones). The graphic below shows the need and God’s meeting of our need (similar colors are need and fulfillment).
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Why are there wars? Why is there such a lack of peace in the world today? Many people don’t have a sense of personal peace. Families suffer because of fighting and strife. There is no peace. Political parties fight. Nations go to war against one another. There is no peace. What is the cause of all this strife and warfare? James, I believe, gives us the answer. “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions” (James 4:1-3). There is war because we are selfish, self-centered people! “The explanation of all our troubles is human lust, greed, selfishness, self-centeredness; it is the cause of all the trouble and the discord, whether between individuals, or between groups within a nation, or between nations themselves” (Lloyd-Jones).
Once we realize that all war, whether between individuals, groups or nations, is caused by the selfishness of the human heart it is easier to see the relationship between meekness and peacemaking. Let’s review our definition of meekness. We defined meekness with three words; lowly, gentle and pliant. The meek are lowly. That is they view themselves as sinners deserving nothing but hell. Any kindness they receive is only because God is gracious. They are pliant in God’s hands and so they take Christ as their Lord. They no longer worry about themselves. They no longer demand their rights. They view others as better and treat them with gentleness. They follow the golden rule, “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them” (Matt 7:12). The meek obey the second great commandment. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:39). They are not self-centered and selfish. The meek are not looking out for their own interests, but to the interests of others. The Apostle Paul put it this way, “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Phil 2:3-4). The meek become peacemakers.
I.
The meaning (Luke 4:16-30; Acts 4:1-20; Prov 26:21; Rom 5:1)
Before we get into what it means to be a peacemaker let’s take a moment to warn against any misunderstanding. A peacemaker is not an appeaser. A peacemaker, in the biblical sense, does not believe in peace at any costs. Consider Jesus. If He had been an appeaser He would not have been crucified. His commitment to the truth caused the Jewish officials to be at war with Him (Luke 4:16-30). An appeaser is often one who denies the truth for the sake of peace. Another example would be the apostles in Acts 4 in their bold proclamation of the truth.
So what does it mean to be a peacemaker? Two things must be true about the man who is a peacemaker. First, he must not be quarrelsome. “As charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife” (Prov 26:21). A peacemaker cannot be a quarrelsome person. The quarrelsome, instead of making peace, stirs up strife, anger and war. Second, the peacemaker actively seeks peace. He is concerned that all are at peace with God. The peacemaker is the man who shares the good news of Jesus. He is evangelistic. He knows only believers in Christ have real peace. He understands that it is the sinful human heart that is the cause of all our problems. Paul wrote, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1). Peace with God leads to personal peace, familial peace, societal peace, and world peace. The peacemaker is an evangelist.

A.
The prerequisites

Before any man can be a peacemaker there are at least three prerequisites that must be met. First, they must have a biblical view of themselves. Second, they must have a biblical view of others. Third, they must have a biblical view of the world.


1.
Biblical view of self (John 12:25; Rom 7:24)

“The first thing, therefore, we must say about the peacemaker is that he has an entirely new view of himself, a new view which really amounts to this. He has seen himself and has come to see that in a sense this miserable, wretched self is not worth bothering about at all” (Lloyd-Jones). He sees himself as so wretched he forgets about himself, his right and demands.

“Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (John 12:25). This man hates the old nature. He hates all in him that is contaminated by sin. With the Apostle Paul he laments, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death” (Rom 7:24)?


2.
Biblical view of others (John 8:34; 2 Cor 4:3-4; Col 1:13)
The peacemaker is the man who sees others, as they truly are, slaves to sin. “Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin” (John 8:34). The peacemaker understands others, as the hymn writer put it, grope in darkness. “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Cor 4:3-4). He knows that they are captives of Satan (Col 1:13).
Therefore the peacemaker does not complain about people when they are offensive and hurtful. He does not talk about them. He does not complain that they treat him roughly or unkindly. He realizes that they are like this because of their spiritual bondage. He is merciful, feels sorry for them and reaches out to meet their need. He desires they be free through Christ. This is why the peacemaker is an evangelist.


3.
Biblical view of the world (Hab 2:14; Phil 2:11)
In order to become a peacemaker a man must have a biblical view of the world. He has only one concern—the glory of God. He longs for the day, of the prophet, when “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea” (Hab 2:14). He sees this sin ruined planet as detracting from God’s glory. He forgets about self and reaches out to others with the gospel in order to free them from sin and so they become worshippers of the true and living God. He knows that those who confess Jesus as Lord bring glory to God (Phil 2:11). Therefore the peacemaker is an evangelist!
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

5

