Joyful are the Evangelical (Matthew 5:9) part 2
Why are there wars? James, I believe, gives us the answer. “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions” (James 4:1-3). “The explanation of all our troubles is human lust, greed, selfishness, self-centeredness; it is the cause of all the trouble and the discord, whether between individuals, or between groups within a nation, or between nations themselves” (Lloyd-Jones).
What is the relationship between meekness and peacemakers? Let’s review our definition of meekness. We defined meekness with three words; lowly, gentle and pliant. The meek are lowly. That is, they view themselves as sinners deserving nothing but hell. Any kindness they receive is only because God is gracious. They are pliant in God’s hands and so they take Christ as their Lord. They no longer worry about themselves. They no longer demand their rights. They view others as better and treat them with gentleness. They follow the golden rule, “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them” (Matt 7:12). The meek obey the second great commandment. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:39). They are not self-centered and selfish. The meek are not looking out for their own interests, but to the interests of others. The Apostle Paul put it this way, “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Phil 2:3-4). The meek are peacemakers.
I.
The meaning (Luke 4:16-30; Acts 4:1-20; Prov 26:21; Rom 5:1)
A peacemaker is not an appeaser (Luke 4:16-30; Acts 4:1-20). 
Two things must be true about the man who is a peacemaker. 
A.
Not quarrelsome. 
“As charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife” (Prov 26:21). 
B.
Seeks peace 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1).

C.
The prerequisites



1.
Biblical view of self (John 12:25; Rom 7:24)



2.
Biblical view of others (John 8:34; 2 Cor 4:3-4; Col 1:13)



3.
Biblical view of the world (Hab 2:14; Phil 2:11)

B.
The practice

Okay, what things are true of the peacemaker? What does the peacemaker look like? What things do they practice? In this section we will look at several things a peacemaker does and several things a person who disrupts the peace is guilty of doing? In other words how do we keep the peace or how do we disturb the peace.



1.
Keeping the peace

Let’s look at four things the peacemaker does; four things that are true of the peacemaker. A peacemaker learns, forgives, restores and seeks.




a.
Learn to be quiet (1 Thess 4:11; James 1:19)

“That ye study to be quiet.’ That is an interesting commandment for Christians. We have all kinds of schools today to teach people to speak. Every seminary has a public speaking class. Perhaps they should also have a class that would teach their students to be quiet. A lot of saints need such a course!

A lady went to a ‘tongues meeting,’ and the leader thought she was interested in speaking in tongues. He asked her, ‘Madam would you like to speak in tongues?’ She answered, ‘No, I would like to lose about forty feet off the one I have now!’ We need to study to be quiet. That is a commandment” (J. Vernon McGee).
“Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger” (James 1:19). Don’t reply to harsh words. Don’t say unkind things, even if they are true. Don’t spread gossip.




b.
Forgive others (Eph 4:32; Col 3:13)




c.
Restore the fallen (Gal 6:1; Matt 18:15-17)




d.
Lead the lost (2 Cor 5:20)


2.
Disturbing the peace




a.
Selfishness (3 John 9-10; Rom 12:10)




b.
Gossip (Prov 16:28)

“Gossip is spread by wicked people; they stir up trouble and break up friendships” (Prov 16:28 GNB).




c.
Complaining (Acts 6:1; James 5:9)




d.
Cliques (1 Cor 1:11-13)

II.
The miracle

The peacemaker is like his God. God is the God of peace (Heb 13:20). God owns His own, they are the apple of His eye (Zech 2:8). 
“A person who is not a peacemaker either is not a Christian or is a disobedient Christian. The person who is continually disruptive, divisive, and quarrelsome has good reason to doubt his relationship to God altogether.
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