Joyful are the Harassed (Matt 5:10-12)
Last week we ended with this quote by Warren Wiersbe, “Persecution is a normal part of dedicated Christian living. It is not the thermostat of the Christian life; our love for Christ is that. But it is the thermometer; it helps us to measure how much we are like the Savior.” 
If you remember, we gave two axioms concerning our topic of persecution. The first is found in 2 Timothy 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” If we live lives, by God’s grace, that demonstrates the beatitudes, we will suffer persecution in one form or the other. I translated Matthew 5:10 like this, “Joyful are those who are harassed, troubled and molested because they realize their spiritual poverty, mourn over sin, are lowly, gentle, and pliant, are starving to be filled with the righteousness of God, are merciful, cleansed and focused in emotions, mind and will, and are evangelistic.”
The second axiom is, “"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me” (John 15:18-21). Not only will Christians suffer persecution for living out the beatitudes, but also for lifting up the name of Jesus. The world hates the real Jesus and as we cling tightly to His name in word and deed the world will hate us as well.

Finally we said that persecution for the wrong reasons is unacceptable. “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name” (1 Peter 4:12-16).

Today we will examine the types of persecution found in verses 11, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.” Next we will discuss how we are to respond to persecution and finally examine God’s promises to those who are persecuted.

I.
The meaning (v. 11)
There are three types of persecution our Lord spoke of in verse 11. “God will bless you when people insult you, mistreat you, and tell all kinds of evil lies about you because of me” (CEV). Believers that live godly lives and for Jesus will be insulted, mistreated, and falsely accused.


A.
Insults (Luke 23:35-39)
If we live godly lives there will be times others will insult you. Consider the treatment of our Lord by His enemies. “The people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us” (Luke 23:35-39)!


B.
Mistreated (Acts 8:1-3; 1 Peter 1:6-7; James 1:2-4)

This is actual physical suffering for the name of Jesus. The New Testament church was mistreated for their faith. “And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison” (Acts 8:1-3). Christians have been thrown into lion’s dens, burned at the stake, used as living torches, dressed in animal skins and thrown to wild dogs, had their eyes torn out and had molten led poured over their bodies.
Instead of weakening the church persecution builds and strengthens believers. Do you remember Peter’s encouragement to the suffering, “In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-7). Likewise James tells us, “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” (James 1:2-4).
The book Tortured for His Faith, by Harlan Popov contains this account of how physical suffering strengthened the church under communist rule. “As the fires of persecution grew, they burned away the chaff and stubble and left only the golden wheat. The suffering purified the church and united the believers in a wonderful spirit of brotherly love such as must have existed in the early church. Petty differences were put aside. Brethren loved and cared for one another and carried one another’s burdens. There was no nominal or ‘lukewarm’ believer. It made no sense to be a halfhearted Christian when the price for faith was so great. There came a spiritual depth and richness in Christ I had never seen in times before when we were free. Every man, woman, and youth was forced to ‘count the cost’ and decide if serving Christ was worth the suffering. And to the Communists great regret, this was the healthiest thing they could have done for the church, for the insincere gave up but the true Christians become aware of what Christ meant to them and became more dedicated than ever before.”

C.
Falsely accused (Matt 11:18-19; Acts 6:8-15; Luke 6:26)

Our Lord was accused of being a drunk. “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” (Mat 11:18-19). 
Stephen was falsely accused of blasphemy and stoned. “And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. Then they secretly instigated men who said, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’ And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, and they set up false witnesses who said, ‘This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.’ And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel” (Acts 6:8-15).

As we learned last week the early Christians were falsely accused of being cannibals, immoral and political revolutionaries. Would it not be a privilege to be a member of this group? Remember our Lord’s warning, “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false prophets” (Luke 6:26).


D.
Our response (1 Peter 2:19-24)
If God calls us to persecution or if we are presently being persecuted how do we handle it? What are we to do? Peter gives advice as he recalled how the Lord responded in the midst of His suffering at the hands of His enemies. “For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:19-24).



1.
He did not sin—He was persecuted unjustly


2.
He did not speak—as a Lamb led to the slaughter (Matt 26:63)


3.
He did not retaliate—He could have called angels (Matt 26:53)


4.
He trusted




a.
Prayed—for His enemies (Luke 23:34)



b.
Committed—His spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46)
5.
He endured—He suffered for our sins, we must suffer for His glory (John 18:11)
II.
The miracle (vv. 10, 12; Rev 20:4)
We have now come full circle. The beatitudes started with the promise to the poor in spirit that theirs is the kingdom of heaven. The beatitudes end with the same promise to those who suffer for Christ’s name—theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Not only do they inherit the kingdom of heaven but the persecuted are greatly rewarded (Rev 20:4). In these beatitudes we have the perfect picture of the Christian. May God grant us grace to examine ourselves in the light of His holy Word.
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