Judge Not (Matthew 7:1-5)
Matthew 7:1 is the only biblical absolute that our secular society accepts. Our relative culture will tolerate all things except intolerance. The belief that all religions lead to God is accepted. To assert that Jesus Christ is the only way to God is intolerant and judgmental—it is, by society’s values, sin. To assert the biblical standard of morality is to be judgmental and a violation of Matthew 7:1. To question anyone’s belief, no matter how wacky, is to be judgmental. 

Alice told me about an acquaintance of hers that was using terrible profanity. She was throwing around the F-bomb. When Alice confronted her, she accused Alice of being judgmental. She was not sinning, but Alice was by judging her language. Such is our society.

So what does Jesus mean when He commands us, “do not judge?” Are we to accept, without question, everyone’s beliefs? Are we to embrace every lifestyle and biblical sin of our society? Are we to remain silent when Christians engage in biblically sinful behavior?

I.
The command (v. 1)

“Judge not, that you be not judged.” In the first place, this is a prohibition against being judgmental. Second, we are not to judge the motives of others. Third, we must not judge others by their appearance. Fourth, we are not to judge the convictions of others in matters that are not in themselves right or wrong.


A.
Censorious (Mat 15:7-9; Luk 18:10-12; Jms 4:11-12)

In verse five Jesus calls judgmental people “hypocrites.” He has used this title several times before in this sermon. In chapter 6:2 He said our giving should not be done as the hypocrites give. In 6:5 we are commanded not to pray as the hypocrites pray. In 6:16 we are not to fast as the hypocrites fast. In each of these verses Jesus is comparing the false religion of the Jewish leaders to genuine religion. There is no reason to believe that it is different here in verse one. Jesus is forbidding the judgmental attitude that stems from self-righteousness.
The religious leaders were extremely judgmental or critical. They had rejected the biblical standard and had developed their own moral code. Later in Matthew’s Gospel Jesus excoriates them. “Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘THESE PEOPLE DRAW NEAR TO ME WITH THEIR MOUTH, AND HONOR ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME. AND IN VAIN THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN” (Mat 15:7-9). If anyone did not flawlessly adhere to their standard, they judged the person a sinner and looked down upon them.
This hypocrisy is probably best illustrated in Luke’s recorded prayer. “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men-extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess” (Luk 18:10-12).
This is the kind of judgment our Lord is condemning. It is the attitude of look at me, I obey all the laws I have established. Then look at this scum tax collector. He doesn’t obey my laws. It is one thing to correct someone, out of love, who is caught in a sin. However, it is sin to condemn someone in order to elevate your standing in the sight of others. This is what James had in mind when he wrote, “Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another” (Jas 4:11-12)?


B.
Cause (Php 1:15-18; 1Co 4:1-5)

We are never to judge the motives of others. It’s so very tempting to accuse a person of doing a good thing for the wrong reason. It’s so very easy to hate an especially talented person and criticize them for “showing off.” This also is the type of judgment our Lord is condemning.

When dealing with preachers, whose motives may not have been ideal, the Apostle Paul wrote, “Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill: The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains; but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice” (Php 1:15-18).

We are never to criticize the motives of others. God alone is the judge of motives. Give everyone the benefit of the doubt concerning their motives. If someone serves God with sinful motives and attitudes it is God’s responsibility to judge the individual and not ours. Paul taught that God will bring to light the things that are hidden. “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one's praise will come from God” (1Co 4:1-5).


C.
Circumstances (Joh 7:24; Jas 2:1-5)
We are not to judge others in regard to their external circumstances. It is very easy to judge someone according to their style of clothing or their physical appearance. This sort of judgment is condemned in the Bible.

 Jesus said, “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment” 

(Joh 7:24). James said, “My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, ‘You sit here in a good place,’ and say to the poor man, ‘You stand there,’ or, ‘Sit here at my footstool,’ have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him” (Jas 2:1-5)?

D.
Convictions (Rom 14:1-4)

One Christian believes he can go to the movies, another believes that it is sin to go to the movies. One Christian believes that it is not a sin to drink alcohol in moderation; another believes to even smell alcohol is sin. One Christian believes that you can wear makeup, another that makeup is sin. One believes that women must always wear dresses and another believes that pants are sanctified. We can disagree about matters that are neither good nor bad. However, it is sin to judge others concerning their convictions on these things. 

Paul gave these instructions in dealing with these issues. “Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand” (Rom 14:1-4).
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