Judgment—Rewards (John 16:7-11)

All people will be called to account for the life they have lived. The final judgment is a greater inevitability than is death itself. The purpose of the final judgment is not to determine an individual’s final destiny; that determination is made by the individual during their life on this earth (John 3:16-18). 
The Bible teaches three purposes for the final judgment. First and always foremost is the revelation of the glory of God. The second purpose is the distribution of rewards. On that Day the Lord will reward the righteous (believers) and punish the wicked (unbelievers). The third purpose for the final judgment is the execution of the sentence of the wicked. They will be cast into an eternal hell while the righteous will enjoy the beatific vision. 
The final judgment will take place at the end of this present evil age, after the Second Coming of the Lord, and before the establishment of the new heavens and earth. The Bible calls the final judgment the Day of Judgment. This does not relegate it to a single 24 hour day. 
The Bible teaches that it is God the Father and God the Son who execute judgment. Scripture further teaches that both the angels and saints will assist in the final judgment. In the final judgment the Son executes the will of the Father (John 5:20-30).
Angels and men will give an account at the final judgment. All of Adam’s descendants, the wicked and the righteous will stand before the Son on the Day of Judgment. Their works, words and thoughts will be exposed on that Day.
The sins of Christians will be exposed at the final judgment. It is important to remember that they will be exposed as forgiven sins; to the praise of His glorious grace. This should motivate us to godly living and good works.
The standard whereby men will be judged is the revealed will of God. Of course this will not be the same for all; for all have not had the same opportunity. Those who have received the full revelation of God contained in the Old and New Testaments will be judged according to that revelation. Those who had only the Old Testament will be judged according to the Old Testament. Those who have had only the revelation of nature and conscience will be judged accordingly.

Since the Bible teaches salvation by grace through faith, why is the final judgment according to works? The bottom line is this, real faith; saving faith always expresses itself in works that are pleasing to God. Therefore at the final judgment works will be the evidence of real faith or lack thereof. As the Lord’s half brother put it, “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (James 2:17).
Today we will examine the subject of rewards for the believer. The material in today’s message is taken from The Bible and the Future by Anthony Hoekema, Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem, The MacArthur Study Bible by John MacArthur, and Practical Christian Theology by Floyd Barackman.
I.
Rewards (Eph 2:8-10; Luke 19:12-19; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; Revelation 4:10-11; Matthew 6:19-21; Hebrews 10:24)
“Salvation is by the grace of God through faith, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8-10). We are created for good works. On the Day of Judgment Christians will be graciously rewarded for these good works and the wicked will be destroyed. “The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy those who destroy the earth” (Revelation 11:18). There are two passages that are particularly relevant when it comes to the subject of rewards: Luke 19:12-19 and 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.

Luke 19 is the record of Jesus’ parable of the minas or pounds. The nobleman of the parable, who was preparing to travel, gave each of ten servants a mina and commanded them to do him proud. When the nobleman returned he called his servants and asked for an accounting. One had earned ten minas and was rewarded with authority over ten cities. The second earned five more and was given authority over five cities. Another reported that he hid the money away and only had the original amount. The nobleman scolded this servant and took his money back from the servant. Two truths can be gleaned from this parable. First, as Christians, we are responsible with the gifts and opportunities the Lord has given us. We are not to bury our talents or allow them to atrophy from lack of use. Second, the rewards are increased responsibility.

The second passage, 1 Corinthians 3:10-15, teaches that we are responsible to build on our salvation with the proper works. To do so is to be rewarded, to fail to do so is to suffer, not the loss of salvation but the loss of reward. “But we must guard against misunderstanding here: Even though there will be degrees of reward in heaven, the joy of each person will be full and complete for eternity. If we ask how this can be when there are different degrees of reward, it simply shows that our perception of happiness is based on the assumption that happiness depends on what we possess or the status or power that we have. In actuality, however, our true happiness consists in delighting in God and rejoicing in the status and recognition that he has given us. The foolishness of thinking that only those who have been highly rewarded and given great status will be fully happy in heaven is seen when we realize that no matter how great a reward we are given, there will always be those with greater rewards, or who have higher status and authority, including the apostles, the heavenly creatures, and Jesus Christ and God himself. Therefore if highest status were essential for people to be fully happy, no one but God would be fully happy in heaven, which is certainly an incorrect idea. Moreover, those with greater reward and honor in heaven, those nearest the throne of God, delight not in their status but only in the privilege of falling down before God’s throne to worship him” (Grudem). This is what John witnessed in Revelation 4:10-11.
Even though those with greater reward will not be happier in heaven than those who have less, let us not be disobedient servants. Let us, in love, labor for the Lord Jesus. He commanded us, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21). Let us also cease being jealous of others and the gifts and opportunities God has given them. The rewards others earn will not affect your happiness one wit. It is time to take the command of Hebrews seriously, “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24).
II.
Crowns

We have often heard that crowns are the reward for certain, special, Christian service. Although I can’t be dogmatic about this, it seems as if the crowns recorded in the New Testament, those that some believe to be special rewards, are the possession of every true believer and further these crowns describe the glories of our completed salvation. This is the view John MacArthur espouses.
The New Testament speaks of at least five different crowns. There is the imperishable crown, the crown of rejoicing, righteousness, life, and glory. Again, each of these is the reward of every true Christian and describes our eternal salvation.


A.
Imperishable crown (1 Corinthians 9:25)

“And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown” (1 Corinthians 9:25). This may be a symbol of the everlasting nature of all the crowns, indeed a description of our salvation. Through Christ we have a salvation that is eternal. The glories of heaven will never diminish. The salvation we have in Christ will shine as brightly after 1,000,000 years as it did when Christ gathered us at His Second Coming.

B.
Crown of rejoicing (1 Thess 2:19)

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming” (1 Thessalonians 2:19 with context)? This crown describes our eternal victory over all of God’s enemies. When our salvation is complete, at the Second Coming, the Lord Jesus will destroy all enemies. For all eternity there will be no more persecution, suffering, or death.


C.
Crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8)

“Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). This crown describes our eternal victory over sin. When we believed in Christ His righteousness was imputed (given) to us. During this present age the people of God have struggled against sin. There have been victories and defeats; but we are not free from temptation or falling into sin. In heaven we will be forever free from the power and presence of sin.


D.
Crown of life (James 1:12)
“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him” (James 1:12). This simply describes the duration of our salvation. It is eternal, abundant life.


E.
Crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4)

“When the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away” (1 Peter 5:4). This crown describes the glory that all believers will share in heaven.
III.
Conditions

What is it that makes our works acceptable to Jesus on the Day of Judgment? Floyd Barackman states four conditions in his systematic theology. They are conformity to God’s will, performed through Christ, done heartily, and to the glory of God.

A.
Conformity to God’s will (Rom 12:2)


B.
Performed through Christ (John 15:4-5; Heb 13:21)


C.
Done heartily (Col 3:23-24)


D.
To the glory of God (1 Cor 10:31)
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