Love Who (Matthew 5:43-48)?

Jesus has been teaching on the subject of acceptable righteousness. He began in verse twenty, “For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” He then gives six examples contrasting the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees with the unadulterated teaching of the Word of God.

His first example is found in verses 21 through 26 and deals with the sin of murder. Second, in verses 27 through 30 he contrasts the religious leader’s view of adultery with God’s view. The third contrast deals with divorce and is found in verses 31 and 32. His fourth contrast is between the scribes and Pharisees teaching on honesty and the Bible’s in verses 33 through 37. Fifth, Jesus exposes the inadequate rabbinic tradition concerning personal vengeance and what God has to say about the subject. Finally, in His last contrast, Jesus shows the inadequate understanding the Jewish leaders have about the true meaning of love and God’s love.

I.
Old Testament teaching (v. 43a)

The rabbis started well with their understanding and teaching on love. “You shall love your neighbor” is straight from the Old Testament. As we will see, they both omitted and added to the command to love to make it humanly possible to obey the command.


A.
The command (Lev 19:18; Deut 22:1-4; Ex 23:4-5; Luke 10:27-37)

It has always been God’s desire for us to care for one another. “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD” (Lev 19:18). Love is the sympathetic concern and help that we are to demonstrate to others. 

In Deuteronomy 22:1-4 God makes the command to love very practical.  “You shall not see your brother's ox or his sheep going astray and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother. And if he does not live near you and you do not know who he is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with you until your brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it to him. And you shall do the same with his donkey or with his garment, or with any lost thing of your brother's, which he loses and you find; you may not ignore it. You shall not see your brother's donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to lift them up again” (Deu 22:1-4).

God’s standard does not end with your neighbor; it also encompasses your enemy as well. “If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him. If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him” (Exo 23:4-5). We are to love those who are our antagonists as well. God is not talking about enemy soldiers on the battlefield, but about personal enemies. 

In God’s eyes, a neighbor is anyone we come in contact that has a need. Jesus gave a practical example in Luke 10. “And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.’ But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.' Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise” (Luke 10:27-37).


B.
The characters 

Let’s look at two Old Testament characters that practiced the command to “love your neighbor as yourself.” This first is Job and then we will consider King David.



1.
Job (Job 1:1; 31:29-32)

Job probably lived around the time of Abraham. God’s opinion of Job is found in the first chapter of the book named after him. “There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil” (Job 1:1).

It was Job’s practice to care for anyone in need whether friend or enemy. “If I have rejoiced at the ruin of him who hated me, or exulted when evil overtook him (I have not let my mouth sin by asking for his life with a curse), if the men of my tent have not said, ‘Who is there that has not been filled with his meat?’ (the sojourner has not lodged in the street; I have opened my doors to the traveler)” (Job 31:29-32). Job not only did good to his enemies, he did not wish for or speak ill of them.



2.
David (Psa 7:3-5; 35:11-16; 1 Sam 24:1-7; 2 Sam 16:5-11)

David is another Old Testament character that practiced love toward his enemies. “O LORD my God, if I have done this, if there is wrong in my hands, if I have repaid my friend with evil or plundered my enemy without cause, let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it, and let him trample my life to the ground and lay my glory in the dust” (Psa 7:3-5). In another Psalm David he said, “Malicious witnesses rise up; they ask me of things that I do not know. They repay me evil for good; my soul is bereft. But I, when they were sick-- I wore sackcloth; I afflicted myself with fasting; I prayed with head bowed on my chest. I went about as though I grieved for my friend or my brother; as one who laments his mother, I bowed down in mourning. But at my stumbling they rejoiced and gathered; they gathered together against me; wretches whom I did not know tore at me without ceasing; like profane mockers at a feast, they gnash at me with their teeth” (Psa 35:11-16).

These were not mere words, David lived them. When pursued by Saul, David would not harm his enemy even when he had opportunity. “When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, ‘Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.’ Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek David and his men in front of the Wildgoats' Rocks. And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the innermost parts of the cave. And the men of David said to him, ‘Here is the day of which the LORD said to you, 'Behold, I will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good to you.’ Then David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul's robe. And afterward David's heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Saul's robe. He said to his men, ‘The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD's anointed, to put out my hand against him, seeing he is the LORD's anointed.’ So David persuaded his men with these words and did not permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his way” (1Sa 24:1-7).

On another occasion David, after he became king, did not take personal vengeance on a descendant of Saul’s who cursed him. “When King David came to Bahurim, there came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera, and as he came he cursed continually. And he threw stones at David and at all the servants of King David, and all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. And Shimei said as he cursed, ‘Get out, get out, you man of blood, you worthless man! The LORD has avenged on you all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned, and the LORD has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom. See, your evil is on you, for you are a man of blood.’ Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, ‘Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over and take off his head.’ But the king said, ‘What have I to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’ And David said to Abishai and to all his servants, ‘Behold, my own son seeks my life; how much more now may this Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for the LORD has told him to” (2Sa 16:5-11). 

C.
The conclusion (Prov 17:5; 24:29; 25:21)

The book of Proverbs gives a good summary of the Old Testament’s teaching on loving your neighbor as yourself. “Whoever mocks the poor insults his Maker; he who is glad at calamity will not go unpunished” (Pro 17:5). “Do not say, ‘I will do to him as he has done to me; I will pay the man back for what he has done” (Pro 24:29). “If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink” (Pro 25:21).

II.
The Jewish tradition (v. 43a)

The rabbis taught that love was something reserved for those you liked and got along with. Enemies were not to be loved but to be hated. Notice that there is truth in their teaching. The Old Testament commands that we are to love our neighbor. All of Satan’s deceptions are mixed with the truth. This traditional teaching was no different.

This rabbinic tradition had both additions and omissions. It omitted the Old Testament phrase “as yourself” and the Jewish leaders narrowed the meaning of the word “neighbor,” limiting its scope to something foreign to the Old Testament meaning. Also, they added the phrase, “hate your enemy” which was not found in the Old Testament.


A.
Omissions (Lev 19:18)

As we compare the teaching of the religious leaders with the command from Leviticus, it is obvious, even with a casual reading, what was omitted from the original text. “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD” (Lev 19:18).



1.
As yourself (Mark 12:28-33; Luke 10:25-27; Matt 6:1-5; 16; 23:1-8)

This omission was not because of ignorance. When it came to copying or reading the law, the rabbis were meticulous. It was rare for them to make an error. Their problem was not of the understanding but of the heart. The scribe that asked Jesus for His understanding of the greatest commandment agreed with the Lord. “And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, ‘Which commandment is the most important of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The most important is, Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.’ And the scribe said to him, ‘You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices” (Mar 12:28-33). 

Jesus, at a different time, asked a lawyer for his take on what was the most important commandment. “And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the Law? How do you read it?’ And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:25-27). Notice the lawyer accurately included the phrase, “as yourself” in his answer. It was not the understanding that the leaders had problems with but it was a heart problem.

The scribes and Pharisees did understand what it meant to love themselves. Like most of us, the scribes and Pharisees had little difficulty loving themselves. Jesus tells us in Matthew 6 that they were head over heels in love—with themselves (Matt 6:1-5; 16; 23:1-8). Everything was for show, that is, look at me!

Before we start casting the first stone, we need to examine our own heart. “Unfortunately for some Christians, self-love is real, active, and quite noticeable. Most people spend their lives doing and seeking things that are primarily in their own interest—their safety, comfort, income, pleasure, health, personal interests, and so on” (MacArthur).

Why did the Jewish leaders exclude the phrase “as yourself” from their teaching? There was probably for two reasons. First, it was impossible in their strength. As with the rest of the traditions, they relaxed the commands of God to make obedience humanly possible. Second, they didn’t want to obey. They had no personal desire to love those they did not get along with. As in every case, the problem is with the sinful heart of man.



2.
Narrow meaning

The rabbis taught that a neighbor was only the individual that one preferred and approved of—which was their own kind. People they considered sinners or commoners were not their neighbor and were despised.




a.
Sinners (Luke 18:11; Matt 9:7-11; 11:19)

The Jewish leaders despised all they considered sinners. One of the things about Jesus that so infuriated them was the love He showed to these very sinners.




b.
Commoners (John 7:48-49)

Not only did the Jewish leaders look down upon, despise, and hate sinners, they also held the garden variety Jew in contempt.


B.
Additions

Not only did the rabbis take away from the command to “love your neighbor as yourself” but they also added a command of their own, “hate your enemy.” This addition was simply the logical extension of their self-love. Especially despised were non-Jews. The Pharisees had a saying, “If a Jew sees a Gentile fallen in the sea, let him by no means lift him out, for it is written, ‘Thou shalt not rise up against the blood of thy neighbor,’ but this man is not thy neighbor.” There may have been two reasons for this hatred; God’s command to Joshua to drive out the inhabitants of the Promised Land and the imprecatory Psalms.

1.
Impel (Josh 3:9-10; Exod 33:2; Deut 7:1-5; Eze 33:11; 2 Pe 3:8-9; Gen 15:13-16)

God commanded Israel to rid the Promised Land of its inhabitants. “And Joshua said to the people of Israel, ‘Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God.’ And Joshua said, ‘Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites” (Jos 3:9-10). “I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites” (Exo 33:2). “When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than yourselves, and when the LORD your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire” (Deu 7:1-5).

God did not get pleasure from this command. “As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel” (Eze 33:11)? Actually, God waited patiently for these people to turn to Him. “But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2Pe 3:8-9). He did not rush to judgment. Earlier God told Abraham, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete” (Gen 15:13-16). God waited patiently for some four hundred years before He used Israel to judge the inhabitants of Canaan. 

The scribes and Pharisees possessed no love for their enemies; they just wanted them out-of-the-way. The Romans said the Jews were haters of all men. They had no desire for their enemies to repent and turn to God for salvation—they wanted them judged. How unlike God they were (Jonah 4:9-11).



2.
Imprecation (Ps 3:7; 69:18-24, 9; John 2:14-17)

In several Psalms, the psalmist prays for vengeance on the enemies of God. “Arise, O LORD! Save me, O my God! For you strike all my enemies on the cheek; you break the teeth of the wicked” (Psa 3:7). David wrote this Psalm about his flight from Jerusalem when Absalom usurped the throne. David greatly loved Absalom. He commanded Absalom’s life be spared if he were captured. Yet David also understood that he was the enemy of God and as such, he needed to be defeated. There was a balance between love and judgment; David did not seek personal revenge.

In another Psalm David wrote, “Draw near to my soul, redeem me; ransom me because of my enemies! You know my reproach, and my shame and my dishonor; my foes are all known to you. Reproaches have broken my heart, so that I am in despair. I looked for pity, but there was none, and for comforters, but I found none. They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink. Let their own table before them become a snare; and when they are at peace, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see, and make their loins tremble continually. Pour out your indignation upon them, and let your burning anger overtake them. May their camp be a desolation; let no one dwell in their tents. For they persecute him whom you have struck down, and they recount the pain of those you have wounded. Add to them punishment upon punishment; may they have no acquittal from you. Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them not be enrolled among the righteous” (Psa 69:18-28). Why did David pray this harsh prayer? Found in verse 9 is the answer, “For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.” David prayed, not for personal revenge or vengeance, but for God to be honored. The Lord Jesus fulfilled this Psalm (John 2:14-17).

“It is one thing to defend the honor and glory of God by seeking the defeat of His detracting enemies, but quite another to hate people personally as our own enemies. Our attitude toward even the worst pagans or heretics is to love them and pray they will turn to God and be saved. But we also pray that, if they do not turn to Him, God will judge them and remove them in order to prepare the way for His Son Jesus Christ as the rightful ruler of this world” (MacArthur).

III.
Jesus’ teaching (vv. 44-48)

In this final division of the section, Jesus gives His instructions on whom and how to love. First, He commands us to love our enemies then tells us how to love them. Second, He holds the Father up as the example of loving those who are unlovable. Third, if we only love those who love us we are no better than the worst heathen. Finally, the essence of Jesus’ teaching on love is that we be a reflection of the Father in heaven. 


A.
Explanation (v. 44; Exodus 23:4-5; Luke 10:29-37)

The Lord begins by commanding us to love our enemies; “But I say to you, Love your enemies.” This, of course, was nothing new. The Old Testament informed the Israelites that they were responsible to care for their personal enemies (Exod 23:4-5). Jesus taught the same truth in the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37). We are commanded to meet the needs of others whether we like them or not. “We are not called upon to like everybody. We cannot do so. But we can be commanded to love. It is ridiculous to command anyone to like another person. It depends upon the physical constitution, temperament and a thousand and one other things. That does not matter. What does matter is that we pray for the man whom we do not like. That is not liking, but loving him” (David Martyn Lloyd-Jones).

So we are to love others. What does that mean? To answer this question let us consider the source of love, the meaning of love, and the demonstration of love.



1.
The source of love (1 John 4:8, 16)

God is the only source of love. The Apostle John tells us, “Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” “So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him” (1 John 4:8, 16). The only way any man, woman, girl, or boy has ever experienced, or will ever experience, love or kindness in this world is because God gives love. God is love.

2.
The demonstration of love (v. 45; Psalms 145:14-17; 1 John 4:9-10; Romans 5:6-8; Isaiah 1:5-6)

God demonstrates His love to all. Jesus tells us that God is good to both the righteous and the evil. “For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (v. 45). David informs us that God, in love, provides for all His creatures. “The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works” (Psalms 145:14-17). God’s common grace is given equally to all. 

The greatest demonstration of God’s love is the gift of Jesus Christ. “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:9-10). “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person--though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die-- but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8).

It is important that we consider to whom God gave His gift. He gave it to the unlovely and unworthy—to sinners! God gave His Son to redeem those who hated Him. Paul tells us it was “while we were still sinners” God sent His Son to redeem us. There was nothing lovable in us. Spiritually we were disgusting. “Why will you still be struck down? Why will you continue to rebel? The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even to the head, there is no soundness in it, but bruises and sores and raw wounds; they are not pressed out or bound up or softened with oil” (Isaiah 1:5-6). We were spiritual lepers. God loves the unlovely.



3.
The action of love (1 Corinthians 13:4-7; John 13:1-5, 34)

Love may be a feeling but it must be an action. In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, “all fifteen of the characteristics of love are given in verb form” (John MacArthur). God’s love motivated Him to give His Son. God’s love provides for our needs. Love gives. Love is a verb. When Jesus was teaching the disciples about love, He first demonstrated love. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another” (John 13:34). Before Jesus gave the command, “He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him” (John 13:1-5). We must love all, even our enemies, by meeting their need.

“What God commands is that we should love a man and treat him as if we do like him. Love is much more than feeling or sentiment. Love in the New Testament is very practical—‘For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.’ Love is active. If, therefore, we find we do not like certain people, we need not be worried by that, so long as we are treating them as if we did like them. That is loving, and it is the teaching of our Lord everywhere” (David Martyn Lloyd-Jones).

Our Lord is now going to give us three practical ways we can express love to all. We are to bless, do good, and pray.




a.
Bless (v. 44b; Romans 12:14; 1 Peter 2:23)

We are to bless all people. “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them” (Romans 12:14). To bless is to reply with kindness and kind words. Here the Lord Jesus is our example. “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter 2:23).




b.
Do good (v. 44c; 1 Thessalonians 5:15; Galatians 6:10; Luke 22:50-




51)

Not only are we to use kind words but we are to perform benevolent actions towards all people. “See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:15). “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10).

Do you remember our Lord’s actions in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night He was arrested? Peter cut off the ear of a servant of the high priest. Jesus would have no part of it. He healed the man who was one that had come to arrest Him. “And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, ‘No more of this!’ And he touched his ear and healed him” (Luke 22:50-51).




c.
Pray (v. 44d; Acts 7:60; Luke 2:34; 1 John 3:18)

Finally, we can show love to all by praying. Remember Stephen. While they were murdering him, for the crime of loving Jesus and them, he prayed, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ And when he had said this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7:60). He was following the Lord who, loved in death. “And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

In sum, the Apostle John gave this command, “Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18). To love is to bless, do and pray.


B.
Example (v. 45)

Jesus provides the Father as the example of love. God meets the needs of all—good and bad. The evil farmer and the good farmer both get the gift of God’s sun and rain. The evil and the righteous both experience the ability to work and provide for themselves and their families. God graciously gives strength for life to both the wicked and the just. God’s love, in this way, is indiscriminate. God gave His Son because He loved the world (John 3:16). God is love and the example of love.


C.
Excel (vv. 46-47; John 13:35; Romans 5:5)

In these verses, the Lord stung the Jewish leaders. They hated, I mean, hated tax collectors. Jesus told them they were no better than the people they considered the worst of the worst. The righteousness demonstrated by the scribes and Pharisees was not better than the righteousness of the tax collector. Ouch!

The best way for us to prove the reality of our faith is by loving others. “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). This is only possible if God has poured His love into your heart. “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Romans 5:5).


D.
Essence (v. 48; Matthew 22:36-40; Galatians 5:14)
The essence of all that Jesus is teaching is found in verse 48, “You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (v. 48). The law of God is obeyed when we love. Jesus affirmed this is the case, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:36-40). “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Galatians 5:14). When we love, we are most like our heavenly Father.
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