Not of this World (John 18:28-40)

Jesus has been arrested. He has been examined by Annas and then formally convicted of blasphemy by Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin (Luke 22:66-23:1). Peter has denied him three times and flown the coop (Luke 22:60-62). Judas, overcome with unrepentant guilt, has already committed suicide (Matt 27:3-5; Acts 1:18-19). The Jewish religious leaders now lead Jesus to Pilate to ask that He be executed (John 18:28).

I.
Before Pilate (vv. 28-38)

“Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning” (v. 28). It is now around 6:00 am. The Praetorium is simply the name given for the headquarters of the commanding officer of the Roman military governor. Two items are of interest in this section; the hypocrisy and vagueness of the Jewish leaders.


A.
Jewish hypocrisy (vv. 28-29; Matt 15:8-9; 2 Tim 3:1-7; Hosea 6:6; Mic 


6:7-8; James 1:27)

When this mob, bringing Jesus, arrived at the Praetorium they refused to enter the building. “But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover” (v. 28). “They considered the touch of a Gentile to be a defilement, and on this occasion, at least, seemed to regard it as a pollution to enter the house of a Gentile. They took care, therefore, to guard themselves against what they considered ceremonial pollution, while they were wholly unconcerned at the enormous crime of putting the innocent Saviour to death, and imbuing their hands in their Messiah’s blood” (Albert Barnes).

The Jewish leader meticulously kept all outward religious ceremonies yet their hearts were far from God. Jesus quoting Isaiah said to them, “THESE PEOPLE DRAW NEAR TO ME WITH THEIR MOUTH, AND HONOR ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR FROM ME. AND IN VAIN THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE COMMANDMENTS OF MEN” (Matt 15:8-9). The same is true today. The Apostle Paul wrote this about our time, “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim 3:1-7).

The outward observance of religion that does not naturally flow from a regenerate heart is an abomination to our God. The Lord God Himself declared, “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings” (Hos 6:6). Again He said through the prophet, “Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, Ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God” (Mic 6:7-8)? Finally, Jesus’ half-brother wrote, “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). A living faith in Christ will demonstrate itself by acts of mercy and compassion.


B.
Judicial vagueness (vv. 30-32; John 3:14; 12:32-33; Deut 21:22-23; Gal 


3:13; Psa 22:16-18)

“Pilate then went out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this Man?’ They answered and said to him, ‘If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him up to you” (29-30). “At this time Pilate refused to be their executioner. He knew what was going on. He had seen the Triumphal Entry a few days earlier. He knew that envy was the cause of their accusation against Jesus (Matt 27:18). So Pilate decided to play a game with the Jews with Jesus’ life as the prize. He refused to do anything without a sufficient charge. The Jews’ accusation of blasphemy would be difficult to prove and would not impress Pilate as worthy of death under Roman civil law. The Jews seem to have lost the official right to execute but in certain cases people were stoned (cf. Acts 6:8-7:60). Jesus was popular, and the Sanhedrin wanted Him dead and, if possible, killed by the Romans. The Sanhedrin could condemn, but only the Romans could execute legally” (The Bible Knowledge Commentary). 

Since execution was the sole right of Rome, the mode of execution was fixed—crucifixion. This happened to fulfill the words of Jesus and prophecy (John 3:14; 12:32-33). The Old Testament prophesied the crucifixion. “If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of God” (Deut 21:22-23). Paul tells us that Jesus became a curse for us, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us” (Gal 3:13). David saw the Lord’s crucifixion long before the actual event, “For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My hands and My feet; I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots” (Psa 22:16-18).


C.
Examination by Pilate (vv. 33-37; Matt 16:18; Eph 6:11-18; 2 Cor 10:3-5)

Pilate reenters the Praetorium and summons Jesus. He basically had one question, “Are You the King of the Jews?” This question was prompted by Jewish cry from outside (Luke 23:1-5). To this question Jesus finally answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate therefore said to Him, ‘Are You a king then?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice” (vv. 36-37).

Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. McGee wrote, “The preposition is the Greek ek, meaning ‘out of.’ Literally, He said ‘My kingdom is out of this world.’ He is not saying that His Kingdom is not going to be on this earth someday, as He is going to rule as King of kings and Lord of lords and ‘… the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea’ (Isa 1:9). But His Kingdom is not going to be of this world system. It will not be a power structure built on politics. It will not come through worldly measures. Jesus will not be elected King by either the Democrats or the Republicans or by the United Nations. It is not going to be built by war and turmoil and hatred and bitterness.”

This is the reason Jesus commanded Peter to put away his sword. This is why Jesus healed the ear Peter hacked off. Jesus will build His kingdom but not by human means. “I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18). Jesus’ kingdom is built day by day as Christians go into Satan’s kingdom and share the gospel of the kingdom. 

The Christian is a soldier. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication” (Eph 6:11-18).

The Christian, filled with the Holy Spirit, enters the battle for men’s souls protected by spiritual armor and fighting with a spiritual sword—the Word of God. Human means and human wisdom are not to be used in this war; only the Word of God. “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor 10:3-5). Are you engaged in the battle for human souls?


D.
Pilate’s verdict (v. 38; Isa 53:4-10)

Pilate’s verdict, “I find no fault in Him at all.” Jesus is the sinless, innocent Lamb; a Lamb without spot and blemish. Long before, Isaiah saw the Lamb of God led away to be crucified. “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked— But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand” (Isa 53:4-10).

II.
Before Herod (Luke 23:8-11)

Pilate discovers Jesus is from Galilee and in an attempt to relieve himself from this responsibility sends Jesus to Herod. To Herod this was simply a circus. “Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate” (Luke 23:8-11).

III.
Back to Pilate (vv. 39-40; Luke 23:13-25)

After having a bit of play Herod sends Jesus right back. “Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, said to them, ‘You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him; no, neither did Herod, for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. I will therefore chastise Him and release Him’ (for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast). And they all cried out at once, saying, ‘Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas’—who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for murder. Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them. But they shouted, saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!’ Then he said to them the third time, ‘Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.’ But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed. So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested. And he released to them the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will” (Luke 23:13-25).
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