Our Omnipotent Protector (John 18:1-11)

We now begin the next major division of John’s gospel. His Gospel can naturally and simply be divided into four sections. The first division is the prologue in chapter 1 verses 1-18. The second division, which is the largest, is Jesus’ public ministry (1:19-12:50). In chapter 13 through the end of chapter 17 we have Jesus’ private ministry. This is the time He spent alone with the Eleven in the Upper Room. This section concluded with His high-priestly prayer. The final section in chapter 18 through the end of the Gospel of John is the passion of Jesus (18:1-21:25). It might be better to make chapter 21 its own section and call it the postlude.
The Last Supper is finished. Jesus’ last instructions have been given to the Eleven. The “amen” of His high priestly prayer has been reverently breathed. Now it is time to be going. The Hour, Jesus’ Hour, has finally arrived. He will now become the Sacrificial Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.
I.
Jesus prepares for His death (vv. 1-3)

“When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples over the Brook Kidron, where there was a garden, which He and His disciples entered” (v. 1). At this point John leaves out much detail that the other Gospel writers included. John’s focus is different. “Notice that John does not include the agony in the garden. John does not record His praying and His extreme suffering. Rather he speaks of the glory. He is putting the emphasis on the deity of Christ, whereas the other Gospels emphasize His humanity” (McGee).
A.
The Garden of Gethsemane (v. 1; Luke 22:39-46; John 20:30-31; 1:1-4) 

Let’s turn to Luke’s Gospel to fill in the intentional blanks that John left out. “Coming out, He went to the Mount of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples also followed Him. When He came to the place, He said to them, ‘Pray that you may not enter into temptation.’ And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and prayed, saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.’ Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. When He rose up from prayer, and had come to His disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. Then He said to them, ‘Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation” (Luke 22:39-46). 
This is the account we are all familiar with. Luke gives us Jesus instruction to the Eleven; as well as their failure to watch and pray. Luke records the Lord’s agony in prayer and the great drops of blood that He sweated. John omits this information. John’s purpose is clearly stated in John 20:31. “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (20:30-31). John admitted he left many things out and only included those events that emphasized the Lord’s deity. He began his Gospel just that way, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men” (1:1-4).
B.
The betrayer met (vv. 2-3; Luke 21:37; Luke 22:47-48; Matt 26:49-50; John 12:6; Matt 26:6-16; Tim 6:10-11)

“And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place; for Jesus often met there with His disciples. Then Judas, having received a detachment of troops, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, torches, and weapons.” Apparently Jesus had spent a lot of time in the Garden of Gethsemane. Luke tells us, “And in the daytime He was teaching in the temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the mountain called Olivet” (Luke 21:37). “Jesus spent the nights on the Mount of Olives, and each morning returned to the temple in Jerusalem to teach” (Bible Knowledge Commentary). Since Judas had deserted this very night, he would have been very familiar with the Lord’s habits.
Judas brought with him a detachment of troops and officers of the Chief Priests and Pharisees. This detachment may have consisted of as many as 600 soldiers. These men were armed and dangerous. Luke gives us additional information about this meeting. “And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him. But Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss” (Luke 22:47-48)? Some believe that Matthew 26:49-50 teaches that Jesus made one last attempt to reach out and redeem Judas.
Judas, in some ways, was like many in our own day. He loved money. Judas loved money so much that he became a thief (John 12:6). His love of money and possibly wounded pride motivated him to betray the Lord (Matt 26:6-16). Let us heed the words of Paul in 1 Timothy, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness” (1 Tim 6:10-11).

II.
Jesus confronts His enemies (vv. 4-7)

Picture the scene before us. Jesus and the Eleven are surrounded by some 600 armed soldiers. They have the authority to arrest and take Jesus to be judged. Even though, according to Luke, the Eleven were armed with two swords, these are fishermen and not batman. The odds are overwhelming. “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, ‘Whom are you seeking?’ They answered Him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I am He.’ And Judas, who betrayed Him, also stood with them. Now when He said to them, ‘I am He,’ they drew back and fell to the ground. Then He asked them again, ‘Whom are you seeking?’ And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.” Out numbered and against great odds, Jesus demonstrates to this detachment that He is in charge. Jesus reveals His deity in three ways in these four verses.

A.
Omniscience (v. 4; Isa 46:9-10)
Did you notice how verse 4 opens, “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that would come upon Him?” It could be said that this knowledge came from His diligent study of Scripture, but I think that is not the case at all. Remember John is presenting Jesus as the Son of God. This phrase has the same meaning as Isaiah 46:9-10, “Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure.” Jesus knew what would befall Him because He is God and there is no other!

B.
Self-existent eternality (vv. 5-6; 8:58; Acts 17:28; Col 1:17; Heb 1:3)

When Jesus’ enemies said they were seeking Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus answered them, “I AM.” He is in italics and not found in the original manuscripts. We have seen Jesus use this title for Himself before. Back in chapter 8, “Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM” (8:58). As there He is now declaring Himself to be the eternal, self-existent God.

As they came to arrest Him, as the great I AM, their life was in His hands. “In Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). As they were taking Him away to be judged, He was holding the entire creation together. “He existed before anything else, and He holds all creation together” (Col 1:17 NLT; cp. Heb 1:3).

C.
Omnipotence (v. 6; Rev 6:15-17)
In verse 6 Jesus demonstrates that He indeed is the great I AM. “Now when He said to them, “I am He,’ they drew back and fell to the ground.” This brings to remembrance a passage from the Revelation. “And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand” (Rev 6:15-17)?
“Even in this dark hour when He was yielding Himself as the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, He revealed His deity—and they fell backwards! He revealed to these men that He was absolutely in charge, and they could not arrest Him without His permission. They didn't fall forward to worship Him. They fell backward in fear and in absolute dismay. I think there was utter confusion for a moment there when they fell backward. They are seeing not simply Jesus of Nazareth but the God-man, the Lord of glory” (McGee).
III.
Jesus protects His disciples (vv. 8-9; 17:12; 1 Cor 10:13)

Even though He knew what was about to befall Him, our Lord’s thoughts went right to the Eleven. “I have told you that I am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these go their way” (v. 8). Jesus knew that their faith was not strong enough to hold up under this trial. He commanded His enemies to leave the Eleven alone. This also fulfills Jesus’ earlier promise, “Of those whom You gave Me I have lost none” (v. 9; cf. 17:12).
This is a promise you and I can depend on. Jesus will never let His own fall. He will never allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear. “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it” (1 Cor 10:13).

IV.
Jesus corrects Peter (vv. 10-11; 13:37; Luke 22:36-38, 49-51)

Peter had previously made a bold promise, “Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay down my life for Your sake” (13:37). Now he responds in defense of his Master. “Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus” (v. 10). 
Jesus had previously commanded them to take a sword. We read in Luke’s Gospel, “Then He said to them, ‘But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. For I say to you that this which is written must still be accomplished in Me: AND HE WAS NUMBERED WITH THE TRANSGRESSORS. For the things concerning Me have an end.’ So they said, ‘Lord, look, here are two swords. And He said to them, ‘It is enough” (Luke 22:36-38). Peter now uses one of the swords and cuts off an ear. He had probably meant to cut off his head, but alas he was but a fisherman. Jesus tells Peter to put away his sword and heals the detached ear. He was going to fulfill the mission He can to finish. He will obey the Father (Luke 22:49-51).
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