Prayer—Its Addressee (Matthew 6:9-13)
To whom do you address your prayers? Jesus, save on one occasion, addressed His prayers to God as Father. Do you recall when the one exception occurred? It was while He was hanging on the cross, “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me” (Mat 27:46)? Is it proper for everyone to address God as Father?
I.
Everyone’s Father? 
Is God everyone’s Father? Well the simple answer is yes and no. In one sense, God can be accurately called everyone’s Father and in another sense, only believers can call God Father. How can that be? Well let me try to explain.

A.
Father of all by creation (Mal 2:10; Acts 17:28; Matt 5:45; Psa 145:15-16)
In a very general sense, God is the Father of all by creation. The Bible says in Malachi 2:10, “Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us?” In a general sense, God is the Father of all because He creates all. Likewise, the Apostle Paul, in a sermon, said, “In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we are indeed his offspring” (Acts 17:28). As the Father of all by creation God, “Makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt 5:45). In a very general way, God the Father of all by creation provides food for His creation. “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing” (Psa 145:15-16).
Theologians call the kindness God demonstrates to creation in general, “common grace.” This kindness is given to all creation in general without discrimination. That’s as far as it goes.  God created all and God in a very general way provides for all. In another sense, God is not the Father of all people. The Bible never teaches the universal Fatherhood of God.
B.
Father of some by a new creation

In another sense God is the Father of some people by His choice and their faith in Jesus Christ the Savior. The Bible clearly delineates two separate families.


1.
The family of darkness (Col 1:13; 1Jn 3:8-10; Joh 8:44; 1:12-13)
There are two kingdoms, the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light. Paul says in Colossians 1:13 that God the Father transfers people, from the moment they put their faith in Jesus, from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, “For He has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of His dear Son” (Col 1:13 NLT).
John, the beloved disciple, clearly stated there are two families. Instead of calling them the kingdom of darkness and light, he said either you were in the devil’s family or God’s family. “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother” (1Jn 3:8-10). 
Our Lord made it very clear that not all were God’s children in a redemptive sense. “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (Joh 8:44). 

My friend, unless you have received the Lord Jesus as your Savior you have no right to call God your Father. The Apostle John wrote, “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (Joh 1:12-13)



2.
The family of light (Rom 8:14-17)
All who put their faith in Jesus Christ are members of God’s family, only they have the right to call God Father. We have already seen that God transfers the believer from the devil’s family into the family of the Son. 
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs--heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him” (Rom 8:14-17). 
“All who are led by the Spirit of God” are true believers. True believers in Jesus Christ are those who will suffer for Him if called to do so. Only believers that have been adopted into God’s family and have the right to call God “Abba, Father,” in our vernacular, it is to call the Creator, “Daddy.” Whom do you belong too? 
II.
Israel’s Father (Isa 64:4-8)
God desired to have an intimate Fatherly relationship with Israel. Sin estranged Israel from their God and Father. After a time they began to ascribe characteristics of the heathen gods to the true and living God. No longer could they approach Him as Father, rather He was to be feared and dreaded.

However, faithful Jews continued to know God as their Father. For example, Isaiah recognized that sin separated Israel from their God and yet he appealed to God as Father. “From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand” (Isa 64:4-8). 
The Old Testament pictured God as the Father in various ways, here are a few of those ways. In each of these, notice the tender loving way in which God, the Father, reveals Himself to His people.

A.
A national Father (1Ch 29:10; Eze 16:4-14)
“Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: ‘Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever” (1Ch 29:10).


B.
A present Father (Psa 68:5)

“Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation” (Psa 68:5).


C.
A gracious Father (Psa 103:13)
“As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him” (Psa 103:13).


D.
A guiding Father (Jer 31:9)

“With weeping they shall come, and with pleas for mercy I will lead them back, I will make them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble, for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn” (Jer 31:9).
III.
The believer’s Father (Matt 6:9)
As we have already seen, God is the Father of all who believe in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. In the Greek text of Matthew 6:9 the word translated Father is Pater. However, because the spoken language of the day was Aramaic, Jesus probably said Abba or as noted previously Daddy. This word is descriptive of the tender loving relationship and concern God has for His children.
John MacArthur listed several things the Fatherhood of God implies. To know that God is your heavenly Father is to have fear dispelled, to have hope, to never be lonely, and to have your needs met.

A.
It removes fear (Rom 5:5; 1Jn 4:18-19)

Missionaries report that worshippers of false gods live in fear. The gods they worship are jealous and vengeful. One of the greatest gifts Christianity brings to these people is the truth of the God who is a loving Father. When a person believes in the Lord Jesus, God fills that person’s heart with love. The Apostle Paul said, “And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us” (Rom 5:5). John added, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us” (1Jn 4:18-19). To know Christ as Savior is to have God as your Father, to have God as your Father is to have fear cast out.


B.
It encourages hope (1Co 10:13)
At times, we feel our world falling apart. Others live in despair of the future. However, the believer knows who hold the future and they know who holds their hand. God, the perfect Father has promised to take care of His own. “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it” (1Co 10:13).


C.
It removes loneliness (Heb 13:5; Pro 18:24)
The old folk band America recorded a song titled Lonely People. In it they sang, “This is for all the lonely people thinking that life has passed them by. Don't give up until you drink from the silver cup and ride that highway in the sky.” The Beatles sang, “All the lonely people, where do they all come from? All the lonely people, where do they all belong”?

Believers know God as the Father who is always there. Hebrews promises that God will never leave us (Heb 13:5). “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” (Pro 18:24).

D.
It provides (Mat 6:25-34; Eph 1:3; 3:20)

Our heavenly Father has promised to meet all of our needs, spiritual and physical. Later in this sermon Jesus promises that God will meet all of our physical needs (Mat 6:25-34). In Ephesians, the Apostle Paul promises that God will meet all our spiritual needs. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us” (Eph 1:3; 3:20).

Can you claim these tremendous promises? Is God your Father? Has His love been so poured into your heart that all fear of the final judgment is removed? If the answer to any of these questions is no, please turn to the Lord Jesus and ask Him to forgive you and save you. Only then can you call God Father.
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