Prayer—Its Confession (Matthew 6:12)

Forgiveness is the most essential, but the most costly gift, God ever gave to people. The epitaph on a tombstone outside New York city contains only one word. It does not possess the name of the person buried there. It does not have the date of birth, the date of death or any other personal information. The only word inscribed on the stone is “FORGIVEN.” Apparently this anonymous person had experienced the forgiveness, and all its associated blessings, of God. 

John Stott in his book Confess Your Sins quotes the head of a large British mental hospital as saying, “I could dismiss half my patients tomorrow if they could be assured of forgiveness.” Forgiveness is the most essential gift God offers man.

Forgiveness is the most important gift. Without it we could never possess eternal life, have a relationship with God or enjoy the peace which God desires we experience. Life would be dominated by guilt and despair. God is holy and His holiness cannot countenance sin or sinful people. “You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness” (Hab 1:13). No one can ever enjoy a relationship with the holy God without being forgiven of their sins.

Forgiveness is the most costly gift God ever gave to man. It cost Him His only begotten Son. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (Joh 3:16). “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things” (Rom 8:32)?

To offer man forgiveness was also a work of God’s great power. Creation, for example, did not require much effort from God. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork” (Psa 19:1). Handiwork is the work of your fingers. Dr. Talmage said, “God created the universe without half trying.” God rested on the seventh day, not because He was exhausted, but because He was finished.

Salvation, the forgiveness of sins, on the other hand was a work of strength. “Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed” (Isa 53:1)? God rolled up His sleeve and went to work saving sinners. Observe our Savior as He undertook this great work. In the garden He agonized and sweated great drops of blood (Luk 22:44). Listen to Him on the cross as He cries out to God in the midst of His work. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken Me” (Mat 27:46)? Exhausted from His work He cries out, “I thirst” (Joh 19:28). Then, exhausted He finishes the great work of redemption which purchased our forgiveness, “It is finished” (Joh 19:30).

Sin is our greatest problem. Let us consider three aspects that surround forgiveness. First, the problem, which is sin. Second, the promise and that is forgiveness. Third, the practice which is confession. We have the problem of sin, the promise of forgiveness, and the practice of confession which restores our fellowship when we sin.

I.
The problem—sin

Sin is the problem. It damns us and dominates us. It separates us from God for all eternity. It robs us of the fullness of life that God desires we enjoy. It robs us of joy and peace by separating us from the life of God and then heaps a burden of guilt upon our shoulders. If we choose to remain in our sins, when we draw our last breath, it separates us from God for all eternity.

Sin also dominates us. It dominates our mind, will and emotions. It poisons all of our relationships. It enslaves us to destructive habits. It causes all suffering, pain and death. Sin is the real problem plaguing mankind.


A.
Damnation (Joh 3:16-18; Rom 3:10-19; 2Th 1:8-9)

John 3:16 is one of the greatest verses, if not the greatest, of the Bible. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” It promises life everlasting to all who believe in Jesus Christ. It tells of God’s love for sinful people, demonstrated by the giving of His Son as a sacrifice for sin. It is a wonderful promise.

However, following closely on the heals of this beautiful promise is another promise, “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (Joh 3:18). God promises condemnation to all who refuse to believe in His Son. The word “condemned” means to damn. “This word means to pass judgment upon, condemn. As also implying punishment. It is used of the condemnation of the wicked and includes the idea of punishment as a certain consequence, meaning to punish, take vengeance on” (The Complete Word Study Dictionary © 1992 By AMG International, Inc. Chattanooga, TN 37422, U.S.A. Revised edition, 1993). Sin condemns. 

Included in the idea of condemnation is punishment. God will punish, eternally, the wicked. However we are all wicked. “As it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.’ ‘Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.’ ‘The venom of asps is under their lips.’ ‘Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.’ ‘Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they have not known.’ ‘There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom 3:10-18 ESV).

All sinners are under God’s wrath. The Bible teaches there is a literal, eternal hell. It is a place of punishment and torment. Paul says, “Those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (2Th 1:8-9). Sin damns, its wages are death (Rom 6:23). The final state of death is eternal separation from the glorious God.

The everlasting destruction Paul speaks of in 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 is not annihilation. It is the state of eternal suffering, torment and horror. The Lord Jesus gave us a glimpse of the eternal destruction the wicked suffer in Luke 16:19-31. The book of Revelation also describes the horrors of hell (Rev 20:10-15). Jesus said of those who suffer the wrath of God, “their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched” (Mar 9:42-48). Worm describes the internal torment of hell and fire the external torment.


B.
Domination

Not only does sin damn it also dominates us in this present life. Sin dominates the mind, the emotions and the will. It brings us under the control of Satan and subjects us to misery.



1.
Mind (Rom 1:18-32; 2Co 4:3-4)

Sin dominates the mind. Those who reject the truth of Christ become more “insane” each and every passing day. Paul gives a description of the growing insanity that comes from rejecting the truth of God. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them” (Rom 1:18-32).

The devil closes the mind of sinners so they cannot accept the truth. “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them” (2Co 4:3-4).



2.
Emotions and will (Jas 4:1-4; Mat 15:18-19; Joh 3:19)

The Bible teaches that our desires and our will are dominated by sin. We do evil because we want to do evil. Have you ever said or heard someone say after doing something evil, “I can’t help myself!” They are accurate in their thinking. We are dominated by sin. James tells us that all human problems come from an evil heart. “Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (Jas 4:1-4).

Jesus taught that evil deeds come from the heart being dominated by sin. “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies” (Mat 15:18-19).

Why do we continue to do evil things? Because we love evil. “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (Joh 3:19).



3.
Satan’s control (Eph 2:1-3)

All those who have not received Christ as Savior are under Satan’s control. “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others” (Eph 2:1-3).



4.
Misery (Job 5:7; Isa 48:22)

Sin is the cause of all misery. Pain, sorrow, suffering, death, broken relationship, addictions, you name it, sin is the cause. As Job lamented, “Yet man is born to trouble, As the sparks fly upward”(Job 5:7). “There is no peace,’ says the LORD, ‘for the wicked” 

(Isa 48:22).


C.
Definition

What is sin? The New Testament uses five Greek words to define sin. Sin is missing the mark of God’s standards, slipping or falling, stepping across the line, open rebellion against the law of God, and a debt.



1.
Missing the mark (Rom 3:23)

“Sinned” in Romans 3:23 means to miss the mark. It was used in archery when an archer would miss the target. God has a perfect standard of righteousness. Jesus demonstrated that standard. None of us have ever lived up to the standard God has set. We have all missed that mark of righteousness.



2.
Slipping (Gal 6:1)

The word “trespass” in Galatians 6:1 means to slip or fall. “Sometimes used in profane Greek when it is intended to designate a sin not necessarily heinous in nature. Although it represents errors or faults of weakness, it does not necessarily fail to imply culpability” (The Complete Word Study Dictionary © 1992 By AMG International, Inc. Chattanooga, TN 37422, U.S.A. Revised edition, 1993). This refers to unintentional sins.



3.
Stepping across the line (Gal 3:19)

God has set boundaries for us in His law. Most of us want to get as close to that line as possible. That’s a dangerous place to be. To go further than God’s boundaries is to transgress the law.



4.
Open rebellion (Mat 7:23)

In Matthew 7:23 the word translated lawlessness means open and active rebellion. It is intentional and flagrant sin.



5.
Debt (Matthew 6:12)

In Matthew 6:12 sin is a debt we owe to God. God is owed perfect and complete obedience. Because we sin we have an infinite debt due God. We cannot pay this debt. Jesus paid it for us on the cross. Just before He died Jesus cried out, “It is finished.” The word was written across tax bills meaning paid in full. Jesus paid the debt we owe to God in full.
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