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As we have examined this petition of the Lord’s Prayer we have discovered the problem—sin. Sin is the problem. It damns and dominates us all. Sin condemns us. Sin’s wages must be paid. Either we, for all eternity, attempt to pay the debt suffering the wrath of God, or we seek to have the debt paid by a Substitute. We will never be able to fully pay off the debt we owe. The Lord Jesus paid the debt, on the cross, for all who choose to believe in Him. He died for sinners. We are all sinners and the only hope we have is Jesus.

Sin also dominates us. It dominates the mind. It dominates the emotions and will. We love to sin, we enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. We choose to do evil even though we understand it is wrong. Sin is the cause of all human misery. Sin brings us under the control of the devil.

If the problem is sin, the promise of forgiveness is the solution. God, through Christ, offers us forgiveness. He takes away our sin and gives to us the perfect righteousness of the Lord Jesus. If we have received Christ as our Savior and Lord the sin debt has been paid in full. All of our past, present and future sins have been forgiven. In addition, when present sins break our fellowship with God, through confession He restores the fellowship.

III.
The practice—repenting and remitting
The problem is sin. The promise of forgiveness is the solution and the practice is confession and forgiving others. If we have any hope of living a victorious, joyful Christian life confession and forgiving must be our practice, “forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”
A.
Repent (1Jn 1:8-10)

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us” (1Jn 1:8-10). “To confess means to agree with, and when we confess our sins we agree with God that they are wicked, evil, defiling and have no part in those who belong to Him” (John MacArthur).

Confession benefits us in at least three ways. Confession is essential for Christian growth. Confession guards against hardness of heart. Confession glorifies God.


1.
Growth (Pro 28:13; Psa 119:97-105; 66:18)

The Christian must practice confession if they have any hope of growth. “He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy” (Pro 28:13). Prayer and the Bible are essential for Christian growth. Sin not confessed will make the Bible unattractive and prayer ineffectual.
Someone has said the Bible will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from the Bible. The Christian who ignores sin in their life will find the Bible becoming less important. On the other hand the Christian who practices true confession will find the Bible becoming their delight. “Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me. I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, because I keep Your precepts. I have restrained my feet from every evil way, that I may keep Your word. I have not departed from Your judgments, For You Yourself have taught me. How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way. Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path” (Psa 119:97-105).
Failure to confess sin will lead to prayerlessness. “If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened” (Psa 66:18 ESV). God will not answer the prayer coming from an unrepentant Christian.


2.
Guard
Confession of sin will guard against hardening of the heart. Many genuine Christians are living joyless, defeated lives because they have allowed sin to go unchecked. These poor souls have become insensitive to sin. This sin has clouded their fellowship with God. God will not allow the unrepentant Christian to enjoy sin forever.
Let us guard against an insufficient confession of sin. It is so easy to justify our evil action and presume on God’s forgiveness. We mouth the words “forgive me” but our hearts are unaffected. Our hearts are already hardened in certain ways. We know our actions are wrong but we don’t care anymore. Real confession includes a heartfelt desire to forsake our sin. John Stott wrote, “One of the surest antidotes to this process of moral hardening is the disciplined practice of uncovering our sins of thought and outlook, as well as word and deed, and the repentant forsaking of them.”


3.
Glorify (Heb 12:5-11; Psa 119:67-68)

Confession of sin also glorifies God. If we are a child of God we will be corrected by Him from time to time. How do you react to His disciple? When we acknowledge our sin and thank Him for correcting the error of our way we bring Him glory. “And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.’ It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it” (Heb 12:5-11 ESV).
Going back to Psalm 119 we read, “Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word. You are good, and do good; Teach me Your statutes” (Psa 119:67-68). Notice the way the Psalmist responded to God’s discipline. He thanked God for correcting the sin in his life. He acknowledged that God is good and does good. God’s disciple is good for us.


B.
Remit (vv. 14-15)
We are to pray that God would, “and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Mat 6:12). Then in verses 14 and 15 the Lord expands this petition, “For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Mat 6:14-15). Do these verses teach our salvation is conditional on our willingness to forgive others? Or do these verses teach something different?
1. Grasp (2Co 13:5; Mat 18:23-35)

Let us attempt to grasp the meaning of these verses. There are different opinions as to what our Lord is teaching. Some believe that the true Christian will always forgive others. The New Testament encourages self-examination. “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves” (2Co 13:5). One area in which we can examine our lives to see if we are truly saved is right here. William Hendriksen wrote, “Nevertheless, our own forgiving disposition is very important. In fact, without it we ourselves cannot be forgiven. For us it is the indispensable condition of receiving the forgiveness of sins. . . We are not saved on the basis of our faith, as if faith had earning power. We are saved by grace (Eph 2:8). Yet faith must be present if we are to be saved (hence, ‘by grace through faith’). Faith and one of its manifestations, namely, the disposition to forgive, are conditions that must be met and exercised if salvation and its component, pardon, are to be received. We must believe, we must forgive. God does not do these things for us. Nevertheless, it is God who plants in our hearts the seed of faith and of the forgiving disposition. Moreover, the power to believe and the power to forgive are from God. At every step—beginning, middle, and end, all along the way—God is both present and active” (Baker's New Testament Commentary, Matthew: Copyright © 1973 by William Hendriksen).
Others believe that this is not speaking of judicial forgiveness but parental forgiveness. The Christian that does not forgive is living in sin and therefore will not enjoy His relationship with God. “This does not refer to judicial forgiveness from the penalty of sin (that forgiveness is obtained by faith in the Son of God). Rather this refers to the parental forgiveness that is necessary if fellowship with our Father is to be maintained. If believers are unwilling to forgive those who wrong them, how can they expect to be in fellowship with their Father who has freely forgiven them for their wrongdoings” (Believer’s Bible Commentary, William MacDonald, Edited by Arthur Farstad, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, 1995)?
Both views have merit. It seems to me that the genuine Christian will be willing to forgive. That does not mean we won’t struggle with grudges, and harbor ill will at times. However, when we meditate on all God has forgiven us; His goodness should melt our hard hearts and motivate us, by His grace, to forgive those who have wronged us.

Jesus further explained the meaning of Matthew 6:14-15 with this parable. “Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents (One talent was equal to six thousand denarii, and laborers earned one denarius each working day. This slave would have had to work six days a week for one thousand weeks, slightly less than nineteen years, to earn just one talent.) But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii (a little over three months wages); and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses” (Mat 18:23-35).


2.
Grapple (Mat 18:21-22)
Now let’s grapple with some practical issues. 

How many times should we forgive a person that has wronged us? “Then Peter came to Him and said, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven” (Mat 18:21-22).
Since our forgiveness is predicated on confession to God are we to forgive those who do not ask forgiveness? I like what Albert Barnes wrote, “By this is meant, that when a man asks forgiveness, we are cordially and forever to pardon the offence; we are to declare our willingness to forgive him. If he does not ask forgiveness, yet we are still to treat him kindly; not to harbor malice, not to speak ill of him, to be ready to do him good, and be always prepared to declare him forgiven when he asks it” (Albert Barnes’ Notes on the Bible).
Well I can forgive but never forget. The Greek word translated “forgive” means “to let go,” “to send away.” That’s why the title of this division is “remit.” True forgiveness means to send away. Part of forgiveness is forgetfulness. We are not to use past wrongs as future battering rams. 
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