Prayer—Its Longing (Matthew 6:10)

We now come to the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “thy kingdom come.” The first petition focused on the majesty and glory of God. It is a prayer for God’s name to be honored. It is the prayer, “help us to honor your name” (CEV). This second petition focuses on the rule of God. Notice the last phrase of verse ten, “on earth as it is in heaven.” The first three petitions come under the umbrella of this phrase. “Hallowed by thy name . . . on earth as it is in heaven.” We saw last week that the holy angels and the glorified saints are all about honoring the name of God (Rev 4:8-11). May God’s people still on earth honor His name as those in heaven! “Thy kingdom come. . . On earth as it is in heaven.” “Thy will be done. . . On earth as it is in heaven.” We are praying for heaven and earth to become one.

Today we will consider what it means to pray for God’s kingdom to come. First, we will try to discover what the Kingdom of God is and second, what does it mean for God’s kingdom to come or for what are we actually praying.

I.
What is the Kingdom of God?

Floyd Barackman defined the Kingdom of God as, “God’s rule in the lives of his people, and the eventual visible rule over all creation.” Wayne Grudem defined it this way, “the rule of God.” I believe we can define the Kingdom of God as God’s rule over all things. Presently it is an invisible and spiritual rule in the lives of his people and yet God is the absolute ruler of all things, directing everything according to His will.


A.
Spiritual (Joh 18:33-38)

This present spiritual rule of God is in the hearts of His people and over all things. “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here” (Joh 18:36). Jesus’ answer is to Pilate’s question, “Are you the king of the Jews?” At present, Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. It is a heavenly kingdom and yet in the future it will be universal and visible. Listen to what the Lord says in the next verse when Pilate presses Him for an answer, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice” (Joh 18:37). At this time, the Kingdom of God is not of this world.

1.
Personal (Joh 3:3; Act 20:21; Eph 2:8-9; Php 3:20-21)

A child born in this country is automatically a citizen of this country. When all we had to be concerned with on the political front was illegal immigration, anchor babies were a part of the debate. If I understand it correctly, an anchor baby is a child born on U.S. soil of two illegal immigrants. This gave the illegal parents an anchor to hold to in their fight against deportation. What caring person would separate a family? Some wanted to change the law to deny citizenship to anchor babies. However, these babies are still legal citizens of the United States.

Likewise, a person enters the Kingdom of God through the new birth. To Nicodemus Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (Joh 3:3). The new birth leads one to repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus, and we are saved by faith (Act 20:21; Eph 2:8-9).

The believer born into the Kingdom of God becomes a citizen of His kingdom. “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself” (Php 3:20-21). Notice that this invisible kingdom becomes very visible at the return of Jesus Christ.

2.
Pervasive (Isa 46:9-10; Hab 2:14)


When we say that the Kingdom of God, at the present, is in the hearts of His people, we do not mean that God is impotent in the rest of the world. “Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure” (Isa 46:9-10). Eventually the kingdom will be visible and physical when the earth, “will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab 2:14).


B.
Spherical (Mat 25:31-34; Act 2:29-33; 1Co 15:24-27)

There is the present, not yet present aspects of the Kingdom of God. There is the coming, visible, universal reign of Jesus over all the earth. Yet, even at this very moment, He reigns from His invisible throne up yonder in heaven. At this present moment all things are moving according to the divine plan when all of God’s enemies are subjugated Christ returns and establishes the everlasting kingdom.

1.
Prophesied reign (Mat 25:31-34)

Every true Christian longs for the return of the Lord Jesus. It is at that time the spiritual, invisible kingdom becomes the visible kingdom as the rightful King mounts His throne. “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Mat 25:31-34).

2.
Present reign (Act 2:29-33; 1Co 15:24-27)

The Lord Jesus told Pilate that He had been born to rule. God promised David that one of his descendants would rule forever. Jesus is the rightful heir of the Davidic Throne; His rule fulfills the promise to David. Peter realized this and preached, “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear” (Act 2:29-33). You see when Christ ascended into heaven He sat down on David’s throne. He rules even now in the hearts of His people and directs all things until He subjugates all His enemies.

The Apostle Paul described the current reign of Christ like this, “Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. For ‘HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET.’ But when He says ‘all things are put under Him,’ it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted” (1Co 15:24-27). 

“Christ's universal reign begins when he rises victoriously from the grave in his state of exaltation and ends when he effectively eliminates the power of all his spiritual enemies. These enemies are all the spiritual forces that have rule, authority, and power (v. 24). Peter writes that at Christ's ascension, the ‘angels, authorities and powers [were placed] in submission to him’ (1Pe 3:22). During Christ's reign they continue to exercise their demonic influence until he abolishes their powers at the end of time. When Christ destroys the last enemy, namely, death, he has already delivered his kingdom to God the Father. . . During the time of Christ's kingdom, the process of conquest continues until it finally enters the settled permanent state of God's kingdom” (Baker's New Testament Commentary, 1 Corinthians: Copyright © 1993 by Simon J. Kistemaker). 

II.
What are we praying for?

When Jesus commanded His people to pray for God’s kingdom to come, what is it exactly that we are to pray for? I believe that we are to pray for three specific things. First, we are to pray for Christ to rule in our own hearts and lives—sanctification. That is we long to be like Jesus. Second, we are to pray for the salvation of others. When others receive Christ they enter into His kingdom and they submit to His rule—salvation. We long for others to know Jesus. Third, we are to pray for Jesus to come again—subjugation. We long to be with Jesus.


A.
Sanctification (1Pe 3:15-17)

I have in mind practical sanctification. Floyd Barackman defines practical sanctification like this, “Since God is holy, He would have His people increasingly to express holiness (moral perfection, or sinlessness) in their daily lives. We express this holiness when we separate ourselves from that which is morally unlike God, yield ourselves to Him, and do His will.”

Peter commands us, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil” (1Pe 3:15-17). “To reverence the Lord means to make Him the Sovereign of our lives. All we do and say should be in His will, for His pleasure, and for His glory. The lordship of Christ should dominate every area of our lives—our possessions, our occupation, our library, our marriage, our spare time—nothing can be excluded” (Believer’s Bible Commentary, William MacDonald, Edited by Arthur Farstad, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, Copyright 1995, 1992, 1990, 1989 by William McDonald. All rights reserved). Bottom line is we are praying to be more like Jesus. It is the heart’s longing to be like Jesus.


B.
Salvation (Mar 1:15; Mat 24:14)

This petition also includes the salvation of others. We pray for God’s kingdom to expand as others receive the King as their Savior and Lord. Notice that Peter said we were to be ready to share our hope with all who would ask. Do you have friends who need salvation? Pray for God’s kingdom to come to them. It may be that God would use you to go and share the gospel of the kingdom with them.

May we be like our Lord who preached, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mar 1:15). He also promised, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Mat 24:14). Who is there among us that isn’t burdened by the lost estate of some loved one? We long for others to know Jesus and become citizens of the Kingdom. This naturally leads us to the next meaning.


C.
Subjugation (2Th 1:7-10; Rev 22:20)

We must pray and yearn for the Lord Jesus to return, defeat all His enemies and set up His visible, universal kingdom. “When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed” (2Th 1:7-10). May we like John of old pray, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20).

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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