Prayer—Its Reverence (Matthew 9:6)

Let us return to our study of the Lord’s Prayer. By way on introduction we will review what was covered before Christmas. If you have ever written a term paper, you probably started with an outline. When preparing a sermon I will usually start with an outline and use that outline to keep my thoughts focused.  In the same way, this prayer is to keep our thoughts organized when we pray. It covers all the essential elements of prayer.
Jesus commanded that we address God our Father in prayer. God is the Father of all who believe in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. In the Greek text of Matthew 6:9 the word translated Father is Pater. However, because the spoken language of the day was Aramaic, Jesus probably said Abba. Our English equivalent is Daddy. This word is descriptive of the tender loving relationship and concern God has for His children. John MacArthur listed several things the Fatherhood of God implies. To know that God is your heavenly Father is to have fear dispelled, to have hope, to never be lonely, and to have your needs met.

The first petition is found in verse 6. It is the request that God’s name be considered holy, “Hallowed be thy name.” When considering the names of God we are not talking about the titles for God but the reality of the character represented by the titles. The name of God, or God's character, is perfectly demonstrated in the life of the Lord Jesus. To see Jesus in the Bible is to see the Father, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).
Today we want to consider what it means to hallow God’s name. Hopefully by the end of the message we will better know how we can hallow God’s name.

To begin, let’s see how others translate the petition, “hallowed by thy name.” The Good News Bible translates it like this, “May your holy name be honored” (GNB). The Contemporary English Version says it this way, “Our Father in heaven, help us to honor your name” (CEV). I like that translation. It makes it very clear for what we are praying. We are asking God to give us the grace to honor Him. 

How do we honor God? When considering this, I thought of three areas we need help in honoring God. These three areas encompass all of life. These areas overlap and intertwine with each other. There is no clear distinction between any of the three. First, since the subject we are considering is prayer, we need help in honoring God in our prayer life. Second, we also are responsible to honor God in our private life. This is the way you act when by yourself and with your immediate family. Do you honor God in this aspect of your life? God knows I need help in honoring His name in this area. Third, you are responsible to honor God in your public life. This, of course, is the life that is lived in front of everyone outside your immediate family. Do you honor His name at work, school, and play? God help us to do so.
I.
In prayer—“Help us to honor your name”
As we have considered many times before, does your heart and mind acknowledge the greatness of God when you go to Him in prayer? Do you pray with a sense of reverence, and a feeling of godly fear? If I were invited to the White House to speak with the president, I would consider carefully the way I addressed him. I would not address him as “pres” or “hey dude.” I would show him the greatest respect. I must confess that there would be a healthy dose of fear involved as well. Since this is the case with a human ruler, how much more so should we show reverence to the Lord of lords and King of kings? The departed saints, the angels of heaven and the Son of God show the Father the reverence due Him; what about you?

A.
The angels and departed saints (Rev 4:6-11)

The Apostle John gives us a glimpse of the worship that takes place in heaven. Both the Father and Son are the center of that worship. In Revelation 4 he paints this picture for us. “Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!’ Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: ‘You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created” (Rev 4:6-11).

Saints in heaven are represented by the twenty-four elders and the angels are represented by the living creatures. All the heavenly host shows due reverence for the Father and the Son. It is only puny, sinful man topside of planet earth that fails to show God the honor due His name.

B.
The Son of God (Heb 5:7)

Our Lord Jesus showed reverence in prayer to the Father. The book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus, “who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear” (Heb 5:7). This phrase “godly fear” is translated by other versions as “reverence,” or “devotion.” If the Son of God showed due respect in prayer, how important is it for us to get our hearts right before we go to God in prayer?

To apply this to your prayers John MacArthur writes we could pray, “Our Father, who loves us and cares for us, and who has in heaven supplies to meet our every need; may Your person, Your identity, Your character, Your nature, Your attributes, Your reputation, Your very being itself be hallowed.” To hallow God's name is to glorify Him by stopping to recognize His greatness. Is it your prayer to honor God’s name?
II.
In private—“Help us to honor your name” (Deu 6:1-9)
Do you honor God in your personal devotions, and in your family? Do your children know you are a Christian on Monday thru Saturday? Does your husband or wife know that you are a Christian Monday thru Saturday? Do you take time to get alone with God daily? Do you set aside time each day for family worship? How important it is to honor God in our devotional life and family life. Let’s just look at the family side of this as a way of reminder.

I believe God’s command to ancient Israel has value for us today. “Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the LORD your God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing over to possess, that you may fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged. Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the LORD God of your fathers has promised you— ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’ ‘Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!’ You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” (Deu 6:1-9).

A.
Personal study (vv. 1, 6)

Notice the things that God commanded. In verse 1 they were to learn the Word of God. Moses was charged to teach them. Remember back then they had no written Bible. Today we have Bibles of every size, color, translation, and many with study notes. We are responsible to know the Bible.

This knowledge was to be more than superficial. God commanded more than knowing the facts and just the facts. It is to be a knowledge that saturates the whole person. God commanded that His “words . . . shall be in your heart” (v. 6). Do you know the Bible? Is God’s Word down deep in you, influencing your behavior, being a guide for life? 
B.
Personal obedience (v. 2)

Israel was commanded to obey the Law of God. Obedience to the Word leads to godly fear or reverence. Obedience and reverence lead to successful living and expresses itself in love towards God. 
C.
Family Devotions (vv. 2, 7-9)

They were to pass the Word of God on to all successive generations and teach their children and grandchildren to obey and fear God.

Notice how the Word of God was to be a normal part of everyday life. They were to discuss the Bible at meal time, as they ride to the shopping center, before they went to bed and when they ate breakfast. They were also commanded to have visual reminders of the Word all over their homes. They were to be saturated with the Bible. Does this describe your family? Are you honoring God in your private life? May our prayer be—“God help us to honor your name in our private life.”

III.
In public—“Help us to honor your name” (1Th 2:12 CEV)
Finally do we honor God in our public lives? This is the part of life we spend at work or at school, in the places of commerce, or any other place outside our immediate family. Do others have more respect for God because of your life?
It is God’s command that we honor Him with all our life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “We begged, encouraged, and urged each of you to live in a way that would honor God” (1Th 2:12 CEV).
Let me borrow an illustration from Dr McGee. “Hallowed be thy name,’ more correctly translated, would read, ‘Let thy name be made holy.’ The name of God stands for God, for all that God is. In what way can you and I make God's name holy? It is my conviction that by our lives we are to make God's name holy. When Abraham went into Canaan, a Canaanite passing by observed that they had a new neighbor, for he had seen Abraham's altar. Everywhere Abraham went he built an altar to God. And when Abraham began to do business with the Canaanites, they found him to be honest. They found that everything Abraham said invited their confidence. Finally, they reached the conclusion that the God whom Abraham worshiped was a holy God, and Abimelech said to Abraham, ‘… God is with thee in all that thou doest’ (Gen 21:22). The children of Heth said, ‘… thou art a mighty prince among us …’ (Gen 23:6). The entire life of Abraham revealed the reverence he felt for God. Surely the name of God was made holy in Canaan because of Abraham” (Thru the Bible Commentary, by J. Vernon McGee, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, Copyright 1981 by J. Vernon McGee. Compiled from previous publications by J. Vernon McGee).
In the New Testament believers are commanded to walk in “newness of life,” “according to the Spirit,” “properly,” “by faith,” in “good works,” “worthy of the calling,” “no longer as the rest of the Gentiles,” “in love,” “as children of light,” “circumspectly,” “worthy of the Lord,” and “in the light.” There are three other ways we are to walk. Let’s look at them a bit more closely.


A.
According to His commandments (2Jn 1:6)

“This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it” (2Jn 1:6). Another way to say the same thing is, “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (Joh 14:15).

We demonstrate our love for God when we obey God. To honor God in public and private is to obey God. Are you honoring Him by your obedience?


B.
As Jesus walked (1Jn 2:6; 1Pe 2:17-23)
The Christian is to live as Jesus lived, “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (1Jn 2:6). Peter put it like this, “Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the unjust. For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” (1Pe 2:17-23 ESV).


C.
Properly to those outside (1Th 4:11-12)

“That you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and that you may lack nothing” (1Th 4:11-12).
Are you known as a busybody? Do you mind your own business or are you sticking your nose where it doesn’t belong? Are you industrious? Are you productive? Do you work hard or are you a slacker? Are you paying your bills? Do you live within your means? These are the things that impress those outside the church. A life that honors God is seven days a week, 24 hours a day. Is it your prayer, “God help us to honor your name?”

In conclusion I’d like us to consider, what I believe, is a parallel passage of Matthew 6:9. “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear” (Heb 12:28). Some translations change the phrase, “let us have grace” to “let us be grateful.” But I believe the meaning is “let us obtain grace.” The only place to obtain grace is at the throne of God. “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb 4:16). Is it any wonder that the first petition in the Lord’s Prayer is “hallowed be thy name” or “help us to honor your name?” God give us grace!
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