Prayer—Its Confession (Matthew 6:12)

Last week we examined the problem of sin. Sin damns us and dominates us. It is a debt for which God requires payment. If we decide to pay God what we owe it can never be repaid. The Apostle Paul said the debt leads to “everlasting destruction” (2Th 1:8-9). The Lord Jesus said to pay the debt, “fire that shall never be quenched—where ‘Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched” (Mar 9:43-44). John in the book of Revelation declares, “And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev 20:10-15). To pay the sin debt off, in our own strength, is to never be able to pay the price in full.

Knowing that we owed a debt that could never be paid, out of His great love for us, God sent His only begotten Son to come and pay the debt for us. The writer of Hebrews states the sufficiency of the payment made by Jesus. “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (Heb 10:10, 12-14). Jesus said just before He died, “It is finished.” This is an accounting term meaning “paid in full.” Jesus paid, in full, the debt we owe to God for our sins. Sin is the problem and forgiveness is the promise.

II.
The promise—forgiveness

Since sin is the problem, the promise of forgiveness is the solution. We need judicial and parental forgiveness. Judicial forgiveness frees us from the debt of sin—past, present, and future. Parental forgiveness restores our fellowship with God as our feet get dirty in our earthly walk.


A.
Judicial (Rom 8:1)

The moment an individual trusts Christ as Savior God forgives their sins—all of them; past, present and future. The Apostle Paul promises, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1 ESV). 



1.
Remission (Psa 103:12; Jer 31:34; Mic 7:19; Isa 38:17)

Jesus paid the sin debt of all who believe in Him. This forgiveness is complete. “As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us” (Psa 103:12). “For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more” (Jer 31:34). “You will cast all our sins Into the depths of the sea” (Mic 7:19). “But You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, For You have cast all my sins behind Your back” (Isa 38:17).

If you are trusting Jesus as your Savior no power on heaven or earth can bring an accusation of guilt against you. “Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: ‘FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL DAY LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER.’ Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:33-39).



2.
Righteousness (2Co 5:21; Joh 18:28-19:16; Rom 3:22-26, 28; 5:1)

Not only are our sins forgiven, through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, but God also clothes us in Jesus’ perfect righteousness. “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2Co 5:21).

The biblical word for this credited righteousness is justification. “To justify means to declare righteous. Both the Hebrew (sadaq) and the Greek (dikaioo) words mean to announce or pronounce a favorable verdict, to declare righteous. The concept does not mean to make righteous, but to announce righteousness. It is a courtroom concept, so that to justify is to give a verdict of righteous” (Basic Theology A popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical Truth, Charles Ryrie, Moody Press, Chicago). 

Let me give you a biblical example. Do you remember Jesus’ trial before Pilate? Three times Pilate declared Jesus to be righteous. Jesus is truly righteous. He is the only Man without sin. He had a perfect righteousness. Pilate declared for all the world that Jesus was righteous (Joh 18:28-19:16).

We are not righteous; therefore, in order to be considered righteous God gives to us the perfect righteousness of Jesus. “For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” 

(Rom 3:22-26).

The moment a person believes on the Lord Jesus, God declares that one forgiven and righteous. “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law” (Rom 3:28). “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:1). This is freedom from guilt. Jesus took away our sins by His perfect sacrifice. God credits to us Christ’s righteousness. Therefore we are free from the debt of sin and stand perfect before God legally. 


B.
Parental (Php 3:12-14)

Parental forgiveness restores our fellowship with God as our feet get dirty in our earthly walk. The one who has believed in Christ has been judicially forgiven for all sin—past, present and future. God has also credited to the believer the perfect righteousness of Christ. However, we still possess a sinful nature and as we live our lives we find ourselves committing sin. The Apostle Paul recognized this and wrote, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Php 3:12-14). Paul understood that he was completely forgiven and righteous through his faith in Christ. He also knew that in life he was nowhere near perfect. He kept committing sins and needed to be forgiven. 



1.
Reality (1Jn 1:8-10; Php 1:6; 1Pe 1:3-5)

The reality is that even after we become a Christian we continue to commit sin. The Bible states that every Christian is in the same condition as Paul found himself. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us” (1Jn 1:8-10).

These sins do not cause us to lose our salvation. Once we have trusted Christ we are secure forever in our standing. God keeps us safe and secure. Paul promised, “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Php 1:6). The God who saved you is the God that is going to see you perfected in heaven. Not only is God going to make sure you are perfected in heaven but He is keeping you secure. Peter promised, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1Pe 1:3-5). We are eternally secure in Christ!



2.
Result (Joh 13:5-10)

Though we are eternally secure in our salvation when we fall into sin it strains our relationship with God. If you get into an argument with your wife, and it's your fault, your intimacy with her will be strained. The best thing for a husband to do in this case is to swallow his pride and ask for forgiveness. You remain husband and wife but the relationship has been strained. If your child misbehaves you will find that his relationship with you is strained. You are more than ready to forgive but your son needs to come and say, “I’m sorry.” But the sin does not mean he’s not your son. The same is true with your heavenly Father. Sin does not change the relationship, it only strains the fellowship.

Somewhere in our prayers there needs to be a time when we confess our sins to God. We need to acknowledge that we have sinned against Him and need to be forgiven. God is more than willing to forgive us. Jesus demonstrated this need at the Last Supper. “After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, are You washing my feet?’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.’ Peter said to Him, ‘You shall never wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.’ Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you” (Joh 13:5-10). All Christians have been cleansed from their sin. Jesus said we have had a bath. However, as we go through this life we commit sin and need to have our feet washed. Make sure you include confession of sin in your prayer time. Better yet as soon as you become aware of a sin take a moment and ask God to forgive you.
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