Prayer—Its Praise (Matthew 6:13)

We now find ourselves at the doxology of the Lord’s Prayer. A doxology is, “a hymn or form of words containing an ascription of praise to God.” “For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen” (Mat 6:13). In ancient Christian worship services, “The body of the prayer was repeated by the people, the conclusion, exclusive of ‘Amen,’ by the priest, after which the people responded, Amen” (E. F. Hills, The King James Version Defended, Des Moines, 1956, pp. 97-102).

Many scholars reject that this doxology was actually part of Matthew’s Gospel. It is not included in many ancient manuscripts. It is also missing in Luke’s Gospel. “So He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one” (Luk 11:2-4).

Though it can be debated as to whether it was included in the original manuscript, its doctrinal accuracy and consistency with other Scripture is irrefutable. “On the other hand, it must be admitted that the AV conclusion reflects the spirit of both the Old Testament and the New. It would be difficult, indeed, to frame or devise a more fitting close” (William Hendriksen, Matthew, Baker's New Testament Commentary). For example consider this Old Testament example. “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, The power and the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, And You are exalted as head over all” (1Ch 29:11). Likewise in the New Testament, “After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, "Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God” (Rev 19:1)!

Hendriksen concludes, “It would be difficult, indeed, to frame or devise a more fitting close. Is it not entirely appropriate that we, the supplicants, having concluded our humble petitions, as it were turn our eyes upward again (as in the beginning of the prayer) in adoration, and concentrate heart and mind on God's majesty and love, which constitute the basis of our confidence that the prayer will be heard” (Matthew, Baker's New Testament Commentary)? It should, as John Calvin writes, “not only warm our hearts to press toward the glory of God ... but also to tell us that all our prayers ... have no other foundation than God alone.”

All that being said let’s take a look at the doxology. I’ve divided this final section into three parts--sovereign (thine is the kingdom), strength (and the power), and splendor (and the glory, forever. Amen).

I.
Sovereign (Exo 15:18; Psa 47:7; Dan 4:34-35; Rev 5:13; Dan 4:25; Rom 13:1; 1Ti 2:1-4; Mat 7:21-23; Psa 51:10-15; Rev 22:20; 1Co 15:24-28)
The word translated “kingdom” means, royal power, kingship, dominion, rule, and the right or authority to rule. The living and true God has eternal dominion over all His creation. Scripture is rife with this truth. 

After walking through the Red Sea, Israel sang the Song of Moses. It concludes this way, “The Lord shall reign forever and ever” (Exo 15:18). “For God is the King of all the earth” (Psa 47:7). Nebuchadnezzar declared, “And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done” (Dan 4:34-35)? Finally, in Revelation we read, “And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: ‘Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever” (Rev 5:13)!
God is the eternal king. It is His right to rule. We need to accept that fact and submit to His sovereign will. First, we all, like Nebuchadnezzar, need to learn, “that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses” (Dan 4:25). God sets up and brings down rules, governments, and countries as He pleases (Rom 13:1). In turbulent times we must remember this truth and follow the instruction of the Apostle Paul. “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1Ti 2:1-4).
Second, we need to personally submit to the authority of God in our lives. This demands we live in obedience to His commands. Later in the Sermon on the Mount we read, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven” (Mat 7:21-23). Genuine Christianity submits to the rule of God! As we pray, “Thy kingdom come” and “For thine is the kingdom” we are submitting ourselves to the authority of God in all areas.

Third, God owns all He rules (Psa 50:10-15). He has the sovereign right to provide for all your needs. He simply takes what rightfully belongs to Him and gives it to whom He pleases. The sovereignty of God gives real teeth to the promises of God’s provision. When we pray for our daily bread we can be certain that God has more than enough bread to go around. If not He has the power to create more. Remember Jesus and the loaves and small fish. How many were fed with so little? Remember the manna in the wilderness.
Fourth, we need to work and pray for His eternal rule to appear on the earth; “they kingdom come.”  Like Saint John may our prayer be, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20)! “Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. For ‘He has put all things under His feet.’ But when He says ‘all things are put under Him,’ it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all” (1Co 15:24-28).
II.
Strength (Dan 3:16-18; 1Co 10:13; Col 2:13-15; Heb 2:14-15)
“Thine is the . . . power.” This word speaks of God’s inherent power. It means to be able. The theological word used to describe this attribute of God is omnipotence—all powerful. Our God is no Wizard of Oz. When Dorothy and her three companions first met the wizard he claimed to be, “The Great and Powerful Oz” who was able to fulfill their requests. Of course at the end he is revealed as a flim-flam man, “Pay no attention to the man behind the curtain.” God is the all-powerful.

When I consider God’s power, His “to be ableness,” it reminds me of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego’s response to king Nebuchadnezzar. When threatened with immediate death they responded, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up” (Dan 3:16-18).

“Our God whom we serve is able to rescue.” This is the same God we serve and He is still able (1Co 10:13). What’s your trial? “Our God whom we serve is able.” What’s your need, “Our God whom we serve is able.” What’s the sin that so easily besets you, “Our God whom we serve is able.” O how our hearts should be encouraged, our faith strengthened, and our praise constant when we consider, “For thine is the . . . power.”

As we stated earlier the greatest demonstration of God’s power is the salvation of sinners. God is able to save. “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it” (Col 2:13-15). “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb 2:14-15).

III.
Splendor (1Jn 1:5; Rev 21:23; 22:5; Jas 1:17; Psa 104)
“For thine is . . . the glory.” The word translated glory means light, brightness, magnificence, excellence, and majesty. Our God is glorious light! “This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all” (1Jn 1:5). The eternal kingdom of God is light. “The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light” (Rev 21:23). “There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever” (Rev 22:5).
God, as the Father of lights, we have all enjoyed His largesse. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning” (Jas 1:17).
There is another meaning of glory that we haven’t talked about. It can mean to laud. We end this prayer as we started it, with praise to God. Our God deserves to be praised. “Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's” (Psa 103:1-5). As we meditate on the perfections of God, and the petitions recorded in this prayer our hearts should be lifted up to heaven singing praises to our God (Psa 104). 
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