Purpose to Obey

The first chapter of the book of Daniel records a remarkable story of four Jewish teenagers: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.  During a siege on Jerusalem Nebuchadnezzar captured them and transported them to Babylon. There the king’s servant selected Daniel and his companion to receive a full scholarship in Chaldean studies.  This scholarship included food and lodging.
In order for Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah to fit into Babylonian society their names were changed to Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  These young men accepted their new life without complaint; however, there was a problem with the food they were provided. They appreciated the king’s kindness but found the provision unacceptable because it violated both Jewish law and their own conscience. To Daniel (Belteshazzar) and his fellow captives’ credit, they did not gripe, complain,  nor go on a hunger strike, but Daniel respectfully asked for reasonable alternatives for the offensive provisions (Daniel 1:3-7).

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself. Daniel made a deliberate decision to remain true to God no matter what the cost. He was determined to obey (Daniel 1:8).

There were several reasons Daniel refused to eat and drink what the king provided. One was a matter of obedience and the other a matter of conscience. It is highly probable that the king’s provision was not prepared according to the Law of God. Certainly, Mosaic Law would have considered some of the food unclean. Like Moses before him, Daniel resolved to obey God (Heb 11:23-27). Have you purposed to obey God?
Daniel also purposed not to offend his conscience.  If he and his friends ate this meat they would be  doing just that, because they thought it was wrong to eat meat offered to idols (Exodus 34:14-15).  
Obedience to what the Bible commands is required. What God says to do we must do. What Scripture forbids we must avoid. However, other areas do not fit into these two categories. What do we do in those matters? 
These are matters of conscience and it is never right to offend your conscience. If you believe something to be wrong that the Bible does not strictly prohibit, then it is wrong for you. If you believe it is acceptable to do something that the Bible does not strictly prohibit it is acceptable for you, unless in so doing you offend another Christian (1 Corinthians 8:4-13). Have you purposed not to offend your conscience and obey God?
