Scattered (John 16:28-33)

Don Henley wrote, what I consider to be, a soul searching song entitled the Heart of the Matter. The song is about a broken relationship and the struggles of a man trying to cope with love lost. Here’s some of what Henley wrote: 

“I'm learning to live without you now but I miss you sometimes. The more I know, the less I understand all the things I thought I knew I'm learning again. I've been tryin' to get down to the Heart of the Matter but my will gets weak and my thoughts seem to scatter. But I think it's about forgiveness, forgiveness even if, even if you don't love me anymore.”

The song ends this way, 

“I've been tryin' to get down to the Heart of the Matter because the flesh will get weak and the ashes will scatter so I'm thinkin' about forgiveness, forgiveness even if, even if you don't love me anymore.”

As I read through John 16:28-33 I thought about the lyrics of this song for two reasons. First, in verse 32 Jesus told the disciples, “Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.” The disciples would be scattered when Jesus is arrested; this even after the time they spent alone in the Upper Room, and after they made their good confession in verse 30. Henley sang, “The flesh will get weak and the ashes will scatter.” Second, even though the disciples forsook the Lord, He forgave them. They all returned, were forgiven and restored to fellowship. Henley wrote, “But I think it’s about forgiveness, forgiveness.” The difference between the experience of the disciples, all Christians, and the man in Henley’s song is the issue of love. The Christian can never say about God, “Even if you don’t love me anymore.” For Jesus, “Loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end” (John 13:1).

You have to admit that it seems we live between failures as Christians. One moment we are giving a good testimony and the next we forsake the Lord. He picks us back up, forgives us and we do it all over again. If this is your experience then this text is for you. The good news is found in the final verse of chapter 16, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” We too can overcome through the Lord Jesus.  Let’s divide it into three sections; a dawning realization, a desperate hour, and a divine declaration.   

I.
A dawning realization (vv. 28-30)

This section begins with Jesus giving a statement on His ministry and deity. We also get a glimpse into the mindset of the disciples. They basically say to Jesus, “Now you’re speaking to us in a way we can understand.” The Eleven also give a bold statement of faith, “Now we are sure that You know all things, and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from God.”


A.
The ministry (v. 28)

We often sing Lord I Lift Your Name on High by Rick Founds. Can you remember the chorus? 

“You came from heaven to earth

To show the way

From the earth to the cross

My debt to pay

From the cross to the grave

From the grave to the sky

Lord I lift Your name on high.”

I have to wonder if the words of John 16:28 inspired these words; “I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.” Dr. McGee wrote, “It is generally conceded that the key verse to the Gospel of John is John 20:30-31, but I would like to put beside it this verse. The eternal Son came into the world for one purpose: to redeem man. When the mission was accomplished, He returned to the Father.” 

Not only does this verse contain a concise statement of His ministry, but also of His deity.  “I came forth from the Father . . . and go to the Father.” Jesus is the eternal God, who from all eternity was with the Father and will in eternity be with the Father.


B.
The mindset (vv. 29-30; 1 Cor 10:12)

The disciples have had the light turned on. Jesus’ instruction in the Upper Room has clarified their thinking. They were beginning to understand what He was telling them. This is evident from verse 29, “See, now You are speaking plainly, and using no figure of speech!” Of course they still had a lot of growing to do but after the resurrection, ascension, and coming of the Holy Spirit they made great strides in understanding the person and work of the Lord. The Holy Spirit would lead them into all truth.

To understand verse 30 we need to go back to verse 19, “Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them.” The Eleven had questions, unasked questions which the Lord had just answered. They were amazed that He did not need them to ask. He already knew what was in their hearts and minds. Therefore in verse 30 they said, “Now we are sure that You know all things, and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from God.” Jesus again demonstrated His deity with His omniscience. This demonstration built up the faith of the disciples.

This verse is important as we progress through the text. The disciples thought they had arrived. They understood, and they believed. Even though both understanding and faith had increased they were headed for a fall. Soon they would be scattered. This is a warning to us all, “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor 10:12).

II.
Desperate hour (vv. 31-32)

In verses 31 and 32 Jesus speaks of a soon coming hour of testing. It would be a time of trial for Him and testing for the Eleven. During this time all would forsake Him except the Father.


A.
Question asked (v. 31)

The disciples have just stated their certainty in the deity of Jesus. The Lord now asks them a probing question, “Do you now believe?” The meaning of this question is probably something like this, “I believe that your confession is genuine and that your faith is real; but is it full-grown? Has it reached maturity? Will your anchor hold in the storms of life? Are you sure that you can stand your ground when the foe suddenly makes his appearance” (William Hendriksen)? 

Let us attempt to answer this question for ourselves. Think back to the last trial you endured. Did you glorify God in it or complain? Did others see the grace of the Lord or simply a reflection of your own selfish insecurity?

B.
Prophecy fulfilled (v. 32; Zech 13:7; Matt 26:47-56; 27:46; Heb 13:5-6)

The disciples had already affirmed the Lord’s omniscience, “Now we are sure that You know all things.” Once again He was going to demonstrate His deity; this time in the form of a prediction. One reason for this prediction was the further development of their faith. “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace” (v. 33). When the disciples remembered the Lord’s prediction of their scattering they would have further evidence of His divine knowledge.

After questioning the maturity of their faith Jesus went on to say, “Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered, each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.” This event would be a fulfillment of Zechariah 13:7, “"Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, Against the Man who is My Companion," Says the LORD of hosts.”Strike the Shepherd, And the sheep will be scattered; Then I will turn My hand against the little ones.” This prophecy was fulfilled at the arrest of Jesus (Matt 26:47-56).

Though deserted by all earthly friends, yet the Lord was not alone, His Father was with Him. Yet at His darkest hour, when our Savior became sin for us, even the Father forsook Him. Remember Jesus’ pained cry from the cross (Matt 27:46)? Because Jesus bore the penalty of sin alone, believers will never be left alone. “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU.’ So we may boldly say: ‘THE LORD IS MY HELPER; I WILL NOT FEAR. WHAT CAN MAN DO TO ME” (Heb 13:5-6)? What a comfort in time of trouble, the Lord is with me. What a comfort when all forsake you, the Lord will never forsake you.

III.
Divine declaration (v. 33)

In this verse Jesus declares or promises two things, peace and victory. “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”


A.
Peace (Phil 4:6-7; Ps 4:7-8; Isa 26:3)

“These things include whatever Jesus told his disciples that night. He had told them about himself, informing them (as he had done so often) that he had come from the Father, had entered the world, was leaving again, and was about to go back to the Father. He had pointed out that he would be betrayed by a man who ate at his table; that he would be denied three times, and this by no one less than Peter; that he was being hated; that the world would rejoice in his death; and that his own disciples would leave him alone n the hour of crisis” (Hendriksen).

The world will provide tribulation but Jesus will provide peace. This is the calm assurance that all is well because you are in Jesus. This is the peace that passes understanding. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:6-7). This is the peace that sleeps through life’s storms. “You have put gladness in my heart, More than in the season that their grain and wine increased. I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety” (Psa 4:7-8). This is the peace that Horatio G. Spafford wrote about, “When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, it is well, it is well, with my soul.” This is the peace that the prophet wrote about, “You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You” (Isa 26:3).


B.
Victory (Rom 8:37-39; 1 John 4:4; Eph 3:17)
Not only does the Lord declare peace to His followers, but victory over all adversity and enemies as well. “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

“Say that a mountain-climber and his guide are trying to ascend a steep cliff. With the skill that results from long experience in mountaineering the guide makes the ascent, and shouts to the man who is at the lower end of the rope, ‘Do not be afraid, for I have made it.’ Similarly, the pressure that comes from the side of the world will never succeed in causing the disciples to lose their foothold, for Jesus (with whom they are united) has reached the top; hence, so will they” (Hendriksen). 

Through Christ we are more than conquerors. “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:37-39). The Apostle John promised that we overcome through the indwelling Christ, “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Christ is to dwell in our hearts through faith, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Eph 3:17). Finally faith is the victory, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith” (1 John 5:4).

This takes us full circle to the question Jesus asked the disciples, “Do you now believe?” Is your faith mature enough to stand the inevitable trials of this life? When your world falls apart do you have an anchor to hold you? If not what can you do to build faith? The Bible tells us that, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom 10:17). As time alone in the Upper Room had strengthened the faith of the disciples so that they declared, “By this we believe that You came forth from God;” so time alone with the Lord in the Word will strengthen our faith.
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