The Constitution of the Christ (Matthew 5:1-2)

“It is no accident that the Sermon on the Mount is placed near the beginning of the New Testament. Its position indicates its importance. In it the King summarizes the character and conduct expected of His subjects.

This sermon is not a presentation of the plan of salvation; nor is its teaching intended for unsaved people. It was addressed to the disciples (5:1, 2) and was intended to be the constitution, or the system of laws and principles, which was to govern the King's subjects during His reign. It was meant for all—past, present, or future—who acknowledge Christ as King. When Christ was on earth, it had direct application to His disciples. Now, while our Lord reigns in heaven, it applies to all who crown Him King in their hearts” (Believer’s Bible Commentary).

The Sermon on the Mount is the Constitution of the Christ. According to dictionary.com the word “constitution” means, “The system of fundamental principles according to which a nation, state, corporation, or the like, is governed.” Our country is ordered by our Constitution. Most churches have a constitution that direct policy and practice. The Sermon on the Mount is the constitution to which the citizens of Christ’s kingdom are to adhere.

The Gospel of Matthew was written to prove that Jesus is King. Its first chapter traces the lineage of the Lord back to King David; to whom God promised, “And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever” (2 Sam 7:16). Through Jesus this promise is fulfilled. In the Revelation we are given this picture of the Lord Jesus, “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev 19:11-16).

The bible also makes it clear that Christians are the subjects of King Jesus. Believers are members of Christ’s Kingdom. The Apostle John wrote, “Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (Rev 1:5-6 ESV). Paul wrote, “The Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son” (Col 1:12-13). 
Christians are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven. Paul wrote, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:20). There you have it; Christians are members of Christ’s kingdom, under the authority of the King, and subject to the laws of the Constitution of the Christ! The Sermon on the Mount is the Constitution of the Christ.
As we consider the Sermon on the Mount, especially the Beatitudes, the late Dr. D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones wrote, “certain general lessons to be drawn from the Beatitudes.” I would like to bring to your attention three of these general lessons. First, “all Christians are to be like this.” Christians are to be poor in spirit, mournful, meek and so forth. These characteristics are not for so-called super Christians, but for the garden variety Christian. That, by the way, would be you and me. Second, “all Christians are meant to manifest all of these characteristics.” In other words you should not say, “I’m mournful but I don’t hunger and thirst for righteousness.” The beatitudes are not a buffet of Christian character that allows us to choose the character dish we want. Rather these are attitudes that all Christians should manifest. Third, “none of these descriptions refers to what we may call a natural tendency.” All of these characteristics are the result of God’s grace working in the Christian.

I.
The pageantry (4:23-5:2)

“[Jesus] went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan” (Matt 4:23-25). The fame of Jesus was spreading. This led to a messiah-mania amongst the Jewish people. Large crowds were now flocking to the Lord. 

Jesus, wanting to teach the crowds, made His way up a large hill, sat down, and began to teach His followers. Picture this for a moment. We have a large crowd of people, many hoping that this Man was their long anticipated king, following and waiting for Jesus to climb the side of this hill and sit down before they settled down around Him. It was the tradition of rabbis to sit while they taught. If a rabbi taught while standing it was considered informal and unofficial. If this same rabbi sat and taught, his teaching was then considered official and authoritative. Jesus wanted to convey to His followers His authority. Everything He says has the authority to bind our conscience and demand our obedience.
It is next stated that Jesus, “opened His mouth to speak.” This is a colloquialism used to introduce a message of extreme importance. Not only was Jesus’ teaching authoritative, but now Matthew stresses the importance of His teaching. The crowd that had just gathered around Jesus is enveloped in a quiet hush as all eagerly wait to see what this Man will now say.

II.
The profit (v. 3)

The first word that Jesus speaks is “blessed.” He is going to teach them how to live in a state of blessedness. What does it mean to be blessed? The Complete Word Study Dictionary defines blessed as, “Possessing the favor of God, that state of being marked by fullness from God. It indicates the state of the believer in Christ, said of one who becomes a partaker of God's nature through faith in Christ. The believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit because of Christ and as a result should be fully satisfied no matter the circumstances. [Blessed] differs from the word ‘happy’ in that the person is happy who has good luck (from the root hap meaning luck as a favorable circumstance). To be blessed is equivalent to having God's kingdom within one's heart. [Blessed] is the one who is in the world yet independent of the world. His satisfaction comes from God and not from favorable circumstances.” Barclay says it is “godlike joy.”


A.
A state of being not dependent on external circumstances (John 16:22)

This meaning can be seen in a way the Greeks used the word. They called Cyprus the Happy Isle. It earned this title because it was, “So lovely, so rich, and so fertile an island that a man would never need to go beyond its coastline to find the perfectly happy life. It had such a climate, such flowers and fruits and trees, such minerals, such natural resources that it contained within itself all the materials for perfect happiness.

Blessed then describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene and untouchable, and self-contained, that joy which is completely independent of all the chances and the changes of life” (William Barclay).


B.
A state that is not affected by life’s trials (Phil 1:12-18)


C.
A state content in all circumstances (Phil 4:11-13)


D.
A supernatural state (John 14:27)


E.
A state found only in God (1 Tim 1:11)

As we begin our study of the Sermon on the Mount we must keep two things in the forefront of your thinking. First, this is our King’s Constitution. All believers are to be obedient to the laws that govern Christ’s Kingdom. Second, true blessedness, real godlike joy can be ours if we obey.
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