They Have Taken the Lord! (John 19:1-18)

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is an absolute fundamental of the Christian faith. Without the resurrection there would be no Christian faith. The Apostle Paul said, “Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable” (1 Cor 15:12-19).
The resurrection of Jesus Christ guarantees our resurrection. “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming” (1 Cor 15:20-23).
The resurrection proved Christ’s triumph over sin and death. Because He lives, the last enemy, death, is defeated. “But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death” (1 Cor 15:23-26). The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ defeated the power of Satan. Paul wrote about the victory won by His death, “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it” (Col 2:13-15).
Finally the resurrection proved, beyond a shadow of a doubt, the Lord’s deity. Paul began the great book of Romans with these words, “Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” (Rom 1:1-4).
I.
A disturbing discovery (vv. 1-2; Luke 7:47; Luke 8:2; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2)

The Sabbath was now over. The first day of the week, Sunday, began to dawn. A group of concerned women made the two mile trip from Bethany to the tomb of Jesus. Mary Magdalene was one of the women. They carried spices to anoint the body of their deceased Lord. On the way they discussed how they would remove the stone that sealed the tomb. When they arrived, imagine their surprise when they found this stone had been rolled away; allowing them unfettered entrance into the tomb. It is possible that Mary Magdalene, being young and nimble, ran ahead of the other women; and finding the tomb open immediately ran to tell Peter and John. If this is so she would have missed the angelic announcement made to the other women. The other women, arriving a bit later, were met by two angels. One of the angels said, “You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen!” Regardless of how it actually happened, whether Mary Magdalene was with the other women or had already run away, she reported the missing body of the Lord to Peter and John. “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.” If she heard the angelic announcement her words reveal that Mary still did not believe the fact of the resurrection.
Mary Magdalene is an example of Jesus’ words, “Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little” (Luke 7:47). Mary had been demon possessed and the Lord Jesus had delivered her from this slavery (Luke 8:2). She loved Jesus very much because she had been forgiven much. This may be why Jesus appeared first to her after His resurrection.
The Lord rose from the dead on a Sunday. From this time forward the followers of Jesus have set aside Sunday as the day of worship. No longer would the church follow the Jewish day of worship, Saturday, but in remembrance of the resurrection they met on Sunday (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2).

II.
A dawning realization (vv. 3-10; Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 15:1-4; Ps 16:8-11)

Peter and John run to the tomb. John being younger and faster arrived at the tomb first. He looked into it but did not go in. When Peter arrived he went inside the tomb for a look around. Then John followed Peter. 

Peter noticed the grave clothes in the tomb. John came in and noticed the same. The fact that the linen cloths and handkerchief were still in the tomb was proof that the body had not been stolen. What thief would have taken the time to remove the grave clothes? Why would they remove the clothes and carry a decomposing body? Even if they would have been that stupid, they would not have neatly folded the handkerchief and would have probably made a mess with the rest of the clothes.

John saw and believed (v. 9). John, at this moment became convinced of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This same Greek word is used in Romans, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom 10:9). Belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ is absolutely essential for the salvation of your soul. “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor 15:1-4).
Up to this moment the disciples had not understood or believed that Jesus would rise from the dead as the Scriptures foretold. “I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psa 16:8-11).

III.
A desperate plea (vv. 11-15; Luke 24:13-16)

After John and Peter leave the tomb Mary Magdalene returned weeping. When, through tear filled eyes, she looked back into the tomb she saw two angels. The angels ask her, “Why the tears?” She responded, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” Turning around she sees Jesus but thought he was the gardener. The Lord asks who she was looking for. She pleads with Him, as the gardener, to tell her where He carried the body.
Why didn’t Mary recognize Jesus? It may have been that her sight was obstructed by tears. It may have been she couldn’t accept the fact of the resurrection. It may have been that Jesus determined to keep His identity hidden from her for just another moment or two (Luke 24:13-16).

IV.
A delightful revelation (vv. 16-18)

Jesus speaks Mary’s name and the scales fall from her eyes. She recognizes the Lord and embraces Him. Jesus assures her of her relationship with Him and then rushes off to tell the disciples the good news of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


A.
Called (v. 16a; John 10:27; Rom 8:29-30)

“Effective calling is an act of God . . , speaking through the . . . proclamation of the gospel, in which he summons people to himself in such a way that they respond in saving faith” (Wayne Grudem). Jesus had previously said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27). Mary, a little lamb, heard the voice of the Good Shepherd and followed Jesus. God calls and the sheep are saved. “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified” (Rom 8:29-30).

B.
Converted (vv. 16-17; 1 John 4:19)

As Jesus said, His sheep hear His voice and follow. Paul wrote, “Whom He called, these He also justified.” Mary now responds as all those called by God respond—in loving faith! She recognizes the Savior and clings to Him. Later John would teach, “We love Him because He first loved us” (1 Jn 4:19).

C.
Conduct (v. 18; James 2:14-18)

Mary demonstrates the reality of her faith by rushing off to tell the good news. All faith manifests its reality by good works. “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,’ but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’ Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works” (James 2:14-18).
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