Transformed Families (Colossians 3:1-21)

What forms your ideas of family life? What model do you follow for being a wife, husband, child, or parent? What influences your thoughts and emotions? Is it Dr. Phil? Is it the latest self-help book? Is it the way the entertainment industry paints “reality”? As Christians we are commanded to shun all models except for the one our Creator gave us in His word.

Before we briefly examine this command (the command to shun all models except the biblical one) and then get into some of the particulars of family life it might be helpful to explore why the biblical model, although thousands of years old, is still relevant in our modern society. First, the Bible is truth without any mixture of error. “Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth.” “You are near, O LORD, And all Your commandments are truth.” “The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous judgments endures forever” (Ps 119:142, 151, 160). Each of these verses declares that the Word of God is truth. Additionally verse 160 asserts that the Bible is the whole truth and nothing but the truth, “the entirety of Your word,” and that the Bible was not only true for the day in which it was written but it is eternal truth, “Your righteous judgments endure forever.” In other words what the Bible says about marriage holds true for our day. 

The Lord Jesus declared the same about the Word of God. In John 17:17 He prayed, “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17). The Word of God is truth according to our Lord. He also affirmed its eternal character, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away” (Matthew 24:35). The bottom line is this, the Word of God is truth and its truth is forever valid and binding upon the people of God. Whatever God says about anything, in His Word, is to be obeyed in our day and time. His Word has the authority to bind our conscience!
Now let us go back to examine the command to model our life, not on any advice found in the media, but according to the Word of God. “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God”  (Romans 12:2). Command one is negative, “Do not be conformed to this world.” Command two is positive, “But be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” To be conformed to this world is to accept the standards and morals of society that is in rebellion against God. John MacArthur wrote, “It . . . is not uncommon for Christians to wear the world’s mask. They want to enjoy the world’s entertainment, the world’s fashion, the world’s vocabulary, the world’s music, and many of the world’s attitudes—even when those things clearly do not conform to the standards of God’s Word. The world is an instrument of Satan, and his ungodly influence is pandemic. This is seen in the prideful spirit of rebellion, lies, error, and in the rapid spread of false religions—especially those that promote self.”
The positive command is to, “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” This is the same thing Paul is commanding in Colossians, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom” (Colossians 3:16). “The truth of Scripture should permeate every aspect of the believer’s life and govern every thought, word, and deed. . . The Christian must read study, and live the Word” (MacArthur). Our family life must be patterned after the Word of God. For this to be reality you must, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” The Word keeps us from being conformed to this world and transforms us into godly people and makes godly families (2 Corinthians 3:18). In Colossians 3:18-21 Paul issues commands for everyone in the family, wives, husbands, children and fathers (parents).

I.
Wives (v. 18; Eph 5:22-24)

To wives Paul writes, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord” (Colossians 3:18). “The one duty Paul enjoins on the wife is submission, an attitude that recognizes the rights of authority. His main thought is that the wife is to defer to, that is, be willing to take second place to, her husband. Yet we should never interpret this as if it implies that the husband may be a domestic despot, ruling his family with a rod of iron. It does imply, however, that the husband has an authority the wife must forego exercising” (Curtis Vaughan).
There are three things that must be said about a wife’s submission. First, the attitude of submission is prompted in the security of love (v. 19). Second, submission is voluntary. A husband is never to try to force his wife into the place of submission. A godly wife, understanding that there must be order in the home, willing submits to a loving husband. Third, submission has bounds; it must be in keeping with the wife’s obedience to Christ, “As is fitting in the Lord.”
II.
Husbands (v. 19; Eph 5:25-33)

Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them” (Colossians 3:19). Paul gives the husband two responsibilities; a positive and negative. The positive is to love; the negative is “not be bitter.” Love is the husband’s primary responsibility to his wife. The love Paul commands is a caring love, it is concerned with the best for its object. Negatively a husband is not to be bitter toward his wife. “Wives, like tender and sensitive flowers (cf. 1 Peter 3:7), may wilt under authoritarian dominance but blossom with tender loving care. So in a maturing marriage the husband exercises compassionate care and his wife responds in willing submission to this loving leadership” (Bible Knowledge Commentary).
III.
Children (v. 20; Eph 6:1-3)

To the children Paul commands, “Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord” (Colossians 3:20). “Disobedience to parents is designated in the Old Testament as rebellion against God and was severely punished (Exod 21:17; Lev 20:9). Jesus set an example for children by obeying Joseph and His mother Mary (Luke 2:51). Obedience to parents pleases the Lord. This does not suggest that obeying one’s parents merits salvation for a child. Rather, obedience reflects God’s design for order in the home” (Bible Knowledge Commentary).

IV.
Parents (v. 21)
“Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged” (Colossians 3:21). MacArthur believes the word translated “fathers” should be translated “parents” as in Hebrews 11:23. So the command is to fathers and mothers. 
Long ago Albert Barnes wrote, “Lest, by your continually finding fault with them, they should lose all courage, and despair of ever pleasing you. There is much sound sense and practical wisdom in this observation of the apostle. Children should not be flattered, but they should be encouraged. They should not be so praised as to make them vain and proud, but they should be commended when they do well. The desire of praise should not be the principle from which they should be taught to act, but they should feel that the approbation of parents is a desirable thing, and when they act so as to deserve that approbation, no injury is done them by their understanding it. He who always finds fault with a child; who is never satisfied with what he does; who scolds and frets and complains, let him do as he will, breaks his spirit, and soon destroys in the delicate texture of his soul all desire of doing well. The child in despair soon gives over every effort to please. He becomes sullen, morose, stupid, and indifferent to all the motives that can be presented to him, and becomes to a great extent indifferent as to what he does - since all that he does meets with the same reception from the parent.”

MacArthur identified ten ways in which parents can provoke their children. Let me list a couple. Parents can provoke their children by being overprotective. Favoritism can cause a child to become exasperated. Setting unrealistic goals can provoke a child. Not showing affection for a child can cause exasperation. A child can be provoked by not having any standards. This is the opposite of overprotection.
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